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CONSTITUTION 

OF  IIIE 

Commonwealth  of  PeiNnsylvania. 


PREAMBLE. 


We,  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  blessings  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  humbly  dnvoking  liifi 
guidance,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  L 

Declaration  of.  RiglxU. 

That  the  general,  great  and  essential  principles  of 
liberty  and  free  government  may  be  recognized  and 
unalterably  established,  we  declare  that — 

Section  1.  All  men  are  born  equally  free  and  in-   Bquaiuy  anu  rights 
dependent,  and  have  certain  inherent  and  indefeasible  o^"'®"- 
rights,  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and  defend- 
ing lil'e  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  possessing  and  pro- 
tecting property  and  reputation,  and  of  pursuing  their 
own  happiness. 

Section  2.  All  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  pomicai  powers  ic- 
'all  free  governments  are  founded  on   their  authority   p-feT'rheir'^risht't.o 
and   instituted  for  their  peace,  safety  and  happiness,  reform  government 
For  the  advancement  of  these  ends  they  have  at  all 
times  an  inalienable  and  indefeasible  right  to  alter,  re- 
form or  abolish  their  government  in  such  manner  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

Section  3.  All  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  Natural  rights  of 
right  to  worship  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dictates  fre'^e^domo^f  wor- 
of  their   own   consciences ;    no   man  can   of  right  be  ship- 
compelled  to  attend,  erect  or  support  any  place  of  wor- 
ship, or  to  maintain  any  ministry  against  his  consent; 
no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case  whatever,  control 
or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience,  and  no  pre- 
ference  shall  ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  religious 
establishments  or  modes  of  worship. 

Section  4.  No  person  who  acknowledges  the  being  Reugious opinions 
o(  a  God,  and  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punish-  rL*.'"^''')^"^^ ^'^ 

11,  /■  1   .  T     •  •  1         holding  office. 

ments  shall,  on  account  of  his  religious  sentiments,  be 
disqualified  to  hold  any  ollice  or  place  of  trust  or  profit 
under  this  Commonwealth. 


Freodom  of  elec- 
tions. 


Trial  by  jury. 


Freeilom  of  the 
prepS. 


Searches  and  eeiz- 
ures  liiiiiteil. 


Riithts  nf  defense 
a-iil  privileges  in 
i:riiuiual  prosecu- 
tions. 


Orliiilnnl  informa- 
tions limited. 


Twice  In  ji'opnnly. 

Appropriiilinn  of 
[irivntc  pri'perty  to 
public  U'f. 


Adniini!>irnli(in  of 
jU'<lico  to  l»»  fiet'. 


Hnllj<  n»;niiiHt  the 
(^luimon  w«all  h. 


Section  5.  Elections  shall  be  free  and  equal ;  and  no 
power,  civil  or  military,  shall  at  any  lime  interfere  to 
prevent  the  free  exercise  of  the  rijiht  of  sutiVaire. 

Section  6.  Trial  by  jury  shall  be  as  heretofore,  and 
the  riiilit  thereof  remain  inviolate. 

Skction  7.  The  printinji;  press  shall  be  free  to  every 
person  who  may  undertake  to  examine  the  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  or  any  branch  of  government,  and  no 
law  shall  ever  be  made  to  restrain  the  right  thereof. 
The  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  i^  one 
of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man,  and  every  citizen  may 
freely  speak,  write  and  print  on  any  subject,  being 
responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty.  No  convic- 
tion shall  be  had  in  any  prosecution  for  the  publication 
of  papers  relating  to  the  oliicial  conduct  of  oilicers  or 
men  in  public  capacity,  or  to  any  other  mutter  proper 
ibr  public  investigation  or  information,  where  the  fact 
that  such  publication  was  not  maliciously  or  negligently 
made  shall  be  established  tothe  satisfaction  of  tiiejury  ; 
and  in  all  indictments  for  libels  the  jury  shall  have  the 
right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  facts,  under  the 
direction  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  8.  The  people  shall  be  secure  in'  their  per- 
sons, houses,  papers  and  possessions  from  unreasonable 
searches  and  seizures,  and  no  warrant  to  search  any 
place  or  to  seize  any  jierson  or  things  shall  issue  with- 
out describing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  ailirmation  sub- 
scribed to  by  the  alliant. 

Section  9.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused 
hath  a  right  to  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  counsel,  to 
demand  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  against 
him,  to  meet  the  witnesses  face  to  face,  to  have  com- 
pulsory process  fcr  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor, 
and,  in  prosecutions  by  intlictment  or  information,  a 
speedv  public  tiial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage  ; 
he  cannot  be  compelled  to  give  evidence  against  him- 
self, nor  can  he  be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  pro- 
perty, unless  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers  or  the  law 
of  the  land. 

Section  10.  No  person  shall,  for  any  indictable  of- 
fence, be  proceeded  against  criminally  by  infcirmation, 
except  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in 
the  militia,  wdien  in  actual  service,  in  time  of  war  or 
Tiublic  danger,  or  by  leave  of  the  court  for  oppression 
or  misdemeanor  in  oflice.  No  person  shall,  for  the 
same  oflense,  be  twice  i)ut  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb; 
nor  shall  private  proi)erty  be  taken  or  apjilied  to  i)ub- 
lic  use.  without  authority  of  law  and  without  just  com- 
pensation being  first  made  or  secured. 

Skction  11.  All  courts  shall  be  open  ;  and  every  man 
for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  person  or 
rejiutation  shall  have  remedy  by  due  course  of  law,  and 
riirht  and  justice  administered  without  sale,  denial  or 
delay.     Suits   may    be  brought  against  the   Common- 


wealth  in  such  manner,  in  such  courts  and  in  such 
cases  as  the  Legislature  may  by  law  direct. 

Skction  12.  No  power  ol'  suspeudinj;  laws  shall  be 
exercised  unless  by  the  Legislature  or  l)y  its  authority. 

Skction  13.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  rec^uired, 
nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  punishments 
intlicted. 

Skction  14.  All  prisoners  shall  be  bailable  by  sulli- 
cient  sureties,  unless  I'or  capital  ofTenses  when  the  proof 
is  evident  or  presumption  great;  and  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless 
when  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety 
may  require  it. 

Section  15.  No  commission  of  oyer  and  terminer  or 
jail  delivery  shall  be  issued. 

fSKCTioN  10.  The  person  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not 
strong  presumption  of  fraud,  shall  not  be  continued  in 
prison  after  delivering  up  his  estate  for  the  benefit  of 
ins  creditors  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

Skction  17.  No  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  any  law  impair- 
ing the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  making  irrevocable 
any  grant  of  special  privileges  or  immunities,  shall  be 
passed. 

Skciion  18.  No  person  shall  be  attainted  of  treason  or 
felony  by  the  Legislature. 

Section  19.  No  attainder  shall  work  corruption  of 
blood,  nor,  except  during  the  life  of  the  offender,  for- 
feiture of  estate  to  the  Commonwealth.  The  estate  of 
such  persons  as  shall  destroy  their  own  lives  shall  de- 
scend or  vest  as  in  cases  of  natural  death,  and  it  any 
person  shall  be  killed  by  casualty  there  shall  be  no  for- 
feiiure  by  reason  thereof. 

SEcrrioN  20.  The  citizens  have  a  right  in  a  peaceable 
manner  to  assemble  together  for  their  common  good 
and  to  apply  to  those  invested  with  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment for  redress  of  grievances  or  other  proper  pur- 
poses, by  petition,  address  or  remonstrance. 

Section  21.  The  right  of  the  citizens  to  bear  arms  in 
defense  of  themselves  and  the  State  shall  not  be  ques- 
tioned. 

Section  22.  No  standing  army  shall,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  kept  up  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  and 
the  military  shall  in  all  cases  and  at  all  times  be  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

Section  23.  No  soldier  shall  in  time  of  peace  be  quar- 
tered in  any  house  without  the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor 
in  time  of  war  but  in  a  manner  to  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  24.  The  Legislature  shall  not  grant  any  title 
of  nobility  or  hereditary  distinction,  nor  create  any 
office  the  appointment  to  which  shall  be  for  a  longer 
term  than  during  good  behavior. 

Section  25.  Emigration  from  the  State  shall  not  be 
prohibited. 


Lliultntion  upon 
Kuxpencl'in  of  lawi. 

Erce«slv«  bail  or 
flues  nnil  ciuel  puii- 
iHhnicnt  forbiildeu. 


Prisoners  Ijuilublo. 


Habeas  corpus. 


No  conimifslon  of 
oyer  and  tcrinlner 

to  issue. 

Imprisonment  of 
insolvent  debtorH 
limited. 


Laws  er  post  fiicto 
or  impairing  con- 
tracts, irrevocable 
grants,  etc  ,  for- 
ijidden. 

No  legislative  at- 
tainder of  treason 
or  felony. 

Attainder  shall  not 
work  corruption  of 
blood  or  forfeiture 
beyond  life. 


No  forfeiture  for 
suicide  or  iu  case  of 
death  by  casualty. 


Rights  of  meeting 
and  petition. 


Right  to  bear  arms. 


Subordination  of 
the  military  to  the 
civil  power. 


Quartering  of 
troops  in  nouses. 


No  ti'le  of  nobility 
to  be  created,   etc. , 
or  office  tenure  be- 
yond good  behavior 


Emigration  per- 
mitted. 
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Everything  in  this 
Brtiole  excepted 
from  the  powers  of 
K<)vemmeut. 


The  leKislative 
power  vested . 


Bienaial  elections. 


Lej^islative  terms.- 


Bieanial  rapetiuffs 


Special  sessions 


Quali/ii'iitioDS  of 
Hunators  aud  Uep- 
res«ntative*.. 


DixqiiaHfli-ation   for 
nppoliitrucnt  to 
ortice. 


M>»ral>er>i  of  Con- 
({re«t*,  etc.,  Ineli- 
Kilil"'  to  (tcncrnl 
AHHi'iutily. 


OonvtftliiQ  of  cer- 
lAlD  crimes  to  dis- 
<|UBllfy. 


Section  26.  To  guard  against  transgressions  of  the 
high  powers  which  we  have  delegated,  we  declare  that 
everything  in  this  article  is  excepted  out  of  the  general 
powers  of  government  and  shall  forever  remain  invio- 
late. 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  Legislature. 

Section  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  Common- 
wealth shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Assembly  which 
shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  a  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Section  2.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
be  chosen  at  the  general  election  every  second  year. 
Their  term  of  service  shall  begin  on  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next  after  their  election.  Whenever  a  vacancy 
shall  occur  in  either  House,  the  presiding  officer  thereof 
shall  issue  a  writ  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term. 

Section  3  Senators  shall  be  elected  for  the  term  of 
four  years  and  Representatives  for  the  term  of  two 
years. 

Section  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  meet  at  twelve 
o'clock,  noon,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  every 
second  year,  and  at  other  times  when  convened  by  the 
Governor,  but  shall  hold  no  ailjourned  annual  session 
alter  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  United 
States  Senator  from  this  Commonwealth,  in  a  recess 
between  sessions,  the  Governor  shall  convene  the  two 
Houses,  by  proclamation  on  notice  not  exceeding  sixty 
days,  to  fill  the  same. 

Section  5.  Senators  shall  be  at  least  twenty  five  years 
of  age  and  Representatives  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
They  shall  have  been  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the 
State  tour  years,  and  inhabitants  of"  their  respec 
live  districts  one  year  next  before  their  election  (unless 
absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United  States  or  of 
this  State),  and  slull  reside  in  their  respective  districts 
during  their  terms  of  service. 

Section  6.  No  Senator  or  Representative  shall,  dur- 
ing tiie  time  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  be 
appointed  to  any  civil  ollii-e  under  this  Commonwealth, 
and  no  meml)er  of  (^ongress.  or  other  ])erson,  holding 
any  office  (except  of  attornov  at-law  or  in  the  mililia) 
under  the  United  States, or  this  ('omnionwealth, shall  be 
a  member  of  either  House  during  his  continuance  in 
office. 

Section  7.  No  person  hereafter  convicted  of  embez- 
zlement of  public  moneys,  bribery,  prejury  or  other  in- 
famous crime,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  General  Assemby, 
or  cajiable  of  holding  an}'  ofhce  of  trust  or  profit  in  this 
Commonwealth. 


Section  S.  Tlie  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
sliall  receive  such  salary  and  mileage  lor  regular  and 
special  sessions  as  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  and  no  other 
compensation  whatever,  whether  for  service  upon  com- 
mittee or  otherwise.  No  member  of  either  house 
shall  during  the  term  for  which  he  may  have  been 
elected,  receive  any  increase  of  salary,  or  mileage,  un- 
der any  law  passed  during  such  term. 

Section  9.  The  Senate  sliall  at  the  beginning  and 
close  of  each  regular  session  and  at  such  other  times  as 
may  be  necessary,  elect  one  of  its  members  President 
pro  tempore^  who  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  in  any  case  of  absence  or  disability 
of  that  oflicer,  and  whenever  the  said  office  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  shall  be  vacant.. The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  elect  one  of  its  members  as  Speaker. 
Each  House  shall  choose  its  other  officers,  and  shall 
judge  of  the  election  and  qualifications  of  its  members. 

Section  10.  A  majority  of  each  House  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum,  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day  and  compel  the  attendance  of  absents 
members. 

Section  11.  Each  House  shall  have  power  to  deter- 
mine the  rules  of  its  proceedings  and  punish  its  mem- 
bers or  other  persons  for  contempt  or  disorderly  be- 
havior in  its  presence,  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  pro- 
cess, to  protect  its  members  against  violence  or  offers 
of  bribes  or  private  solicitation,  and,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  two  thirds,  to  expel  a  member,  but  not  a 
second  time  for  the  same  cause,  and  shall  have  all 
other  powers  necessary  for  the  Legislature  of  a  free 
State.  A  member  expelled  for  corruption  shall  not 
thereafter  be  eligible  to  either  House,  and  punishment 
for  contempt  or  disorderly  behavior  shall  not  bar  an 
indictment  for  the  same  offense. 

Section  12.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same, 
except  such  parts  as  require  secrecy,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  de- 
sire of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Section  13.  The  sessions  of  each  House  and  of  com- 
mittees of  the  whole  shall  be  open,  unless  when  the 
business  is  such  as  ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Section  14.  Neither  House  shall,  without  the  consent 
of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to 
any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  Houses  shall 
be  sitting. 

Section  15.  The  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
shall  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  violation  of 
their  oath  of  office,  and  breach  or  surety  of  the  peace, 
be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the 
sessions  of  their  respective  Houses  and  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  the  same;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate 
in  either  House  they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any 
other  place. 
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Section  16.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  iifty  sen- 
atorial districts  of  compact  and  contiguous  territory  as 
nearly  e([ual  in  population  as  may  be,  and  each  dis- 
trict shall  be  entitled  to  elect  one  Senator.  Each  county 
containing  one  or  more  ratios  of  population  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  iSenator  for  each  ratio,  and  to  an  addi- 
tional Senator  tor  a  surplus  of  population  exceeding 
three-fifths  of  a  ratio,  but  no  county  shall  form  a  sepa- 
rate district  unless  it  shall  contain  four-fifths  of  a  ratio, 
except  where  the  adjoining  counties  are  each  entitled 
to  one  or  more  Senators,  when  such  county  may  be  as- 
signed a  Senator  on  less  than  four  fitths  and  exceeding 
one  half  of  a  ratio;  and  no  county  shall  be  divided 
unless  entitled  to  two  oi:  more  Senators.  No  city  or 
county  shall  be  entitled  to  separate  representation  ex- 
ceeding one-sixth  of  the  whole  number  of  Senators. 
No  ward,  borough  or  township  shall  be  divided  in  the 
formation  of  a  district.  The  senatorial  ratio  shall  be  as- 
certained by  dividing  the  whole  population  of  the  State 
by  the  number  fifty. 

Section  IT.  The  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  coun- 
ties, on  a  ratio  obtained  by  dividing  the  population  of  the 
State  as  ascertained  by  the  most  recent  United  States 
census  by  two  hundred.  Every  county  containing  less 
than  live  ratios  shall  have  one  representative  for  every 
full  ratio,  and  an  additional  representative  when  the 
surplus  exceeds  half  a  ratio;  but  each  county  shall 
liave  at  least  one  representative.  Every  county  con- 
taining five  ratios  or  more  shall  have  one  representa- 
tive for  every  lull  ratio.  Every  city  containing  a  i)op- 
ulation  equal  to  a  ratio  shall  elect  separately  its  pro- 
portion of  the  representatives  allotted  to  the  county  in 
which  it  is  located.  Every  city  entitled  to  more  tiian 
four  representatives,  and  every  county  having  over  one 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  shall  be  divided  into  dis 
tricts  of  compact  and  contiguous  territory,  each  district 
to  elect  its  proportion  of  representatives,  according  to 
its  population,  but  no  district  shall  elect  more  than  four 
representatives. 

Section  18.  The  General  Assembly  at  its  first  session 
after  tlie  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  and  immediately 
after  each  United  States  decennial  census,  shall  appor- 
tion the  State  into  senatorial  and  representative  dis- 
tricts agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  two  next  pre- 
ceding sections. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Legislation. 

Section  1.  No  law  shall  be  passed  exce])t  by  bill,  and 
no  bill  shall  be  so  altered  or  amended,  on  its  passage 
through  either  House,  as  to  change  its  original  purpose. 

Section  2.  No  bill  shall  be  considered  unless  referred 
to  a  committee,  returned  therefrom,  and  printed  for  the 
use  ol  the  members. 


Section  3.  No  bill,  except  general  appropriation  bills,  to  contain  but  one 
shall  be  passed  containing  more  than  one  subject,  which  j|J|'j«<^* •'^p''*"'*-*'!  "> 
shall  be  clearly  expressed  in  its  title. 

Section  4.  Every  bill  shall  be  readatlength  on  three   to  be  read  on  ihre.» 
different  davs  in  eacii  House  ;  all  amendments  made  ^"^''' 
thereto  shall  be  printed  lor  the  use  of  the  members  be-   prrted!"*"'"  '"  *'" 
fore  the  linal  vote  is  taken  on  the  bill,  and  no  bill  shall 
become  a  law,  unless  on  its  liual  passage  the  vote  be 
taken  by  yeas   and   nays,  the   names   of  the    persons   v.-aH nn.i  n«.vs. 
voting  lor  and  against  the  same  be  entered  on  the, jour- 
nal, and  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each 
House  be  recorded  thereon  as  voting  in  its  favor. 

Section  5.  No  amendment  to  bills  by  one  Houseshall  votes coucurriuK in 
be  concurred  in  by  the  other,  except  by  the  vote  of  a  "e^Z'^oTconTe'l-''" 
maioritv  of  the  members   elected   thereto,   taken  bv  enee  to  be  y^as  an.i 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  ot  those  voting  lor  and 
against  recorded  upon  the  journal  thereof;  and  reports 
of  committees  of  conference  shall  be  ado])ted  in  either 
House  only  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members 
elected  thereto,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names 
of  those  voting  recorded  upon  the  journals. 

Section  6.  No  law  shall  be  revived.  amen(?ed,  or  the   Revival  of  law. 
provisions  thereof  extended  or  conferred,  by  reference 
to  its  title  only,  but   so  much  thereof  as  is  revived, 
amended,  extended  or  conferred  shall   be  re-enacted 
and  published  at  length. 

Section  T.  '^he  General  Assembly  shall  not  pass  any  Limjtntion  on  spe- 

,  ,  '11  X-  »'      cial  legislation,  etc. 

local  or  special  law 

Authorizing  the  creation,  extension  or  impairing  of 
liens  : 

Regulating  the  alTairs  of  counties,  cities,  townships, 
wards,  boroughs  or  school  districts : 

Changing  the  names  of  persons  or  places  : 

Changing  the  venue  in  civil  or  criminal  cases: 

Authorizing  the  laying  out,  opening,  altering  or  main- 
taining, roads,  highways,  streets  or  alleys  : 

Kelating  to  ferries  or  bridges,  or  incorporating  ferry 
or  bridge  companies,  except  for  the  erection  of  bridges 
crossing  streams  which  form  boundaries  between  this 
and  any  other  State  : 

Vacating  roads,  town  plats,  streets  or  alleys: 

Relating  to  cemeteries,  graveyards  or  public  grounds 
not  of  the  State  : 

Authorizing  the  adoption  or  legitimation  of  children  : 

Locating  or  changing  county  seats,  erecting  new 
counties  or  changing  county  lines: 

Incorporating  cities,  towns  or  villages,  or  changing 
their  charters: 

For  the  opening  and  conducting  of  elections,  or  fixing 
or  changing  the  place  of  voting: 

Granting  divorces : 

Erecting  new  townships  or  boroughs,  changing  town- 
ship lines,  borough  limits  or  school  districts: 

Creating  offices,  or  prescribing  the  powers  and  duties 


10 

of  officers  in  counties,  cities,  boroughs,  townships,  elec- 
tion or  school  districts : 

Changing  the  law  of  descent  or  succession  : 

Regulating  the  practice  or  jurisdiction  of,  or  changing 
the  rules  of  evidence  in,  any  judicial  proceeding  or 
iiupiiry  before  courts,  aldermen,  justices  of  the  peace, 
sherilfs,  commissioners,  arbitrators,  auditors,  masters  in 
chancery  or  other  tribunals,  or  i)roviding  or  changing 
methods  for  the  collection  of  debts,  or  the  enforcing  of 
judgments,  or  prescribing  the  effect  of  judicial  sales  of 
real  estate : 

Ivegulating  the  fees  or  extending  the  powers  and 
duties  of  aldermen,  justices  of  the  peace,  magistrates 
or  constables  : 

Regulating  the  management  of  public  schools,  the 
])uilding  or  repairing  of  school  houses,  and  the  raising 
of  money  for  suv-h  purposes: 

Fixing  the  rate  ot  interest : 

A  fleeting  the  estates  of  minors  or  persons  under  dis- 
ability, except  after  due  notice  to  all  parties  in  interest, 
to  be  recited  in  the  special  enactment: 

Remitting  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  or  refunding 
moneys  legally  paid  into  the  treasury : 

Exempting  i)roperty  from  taxation  : 

Regulating  labor,  trade,  mining  or  manufacturing: 

Creating  corporations,  or  amending,  renewing  or  ex- 
tending the  charters  thereof: 

Grantmg  to  any  corporation,  association  or  individual 
any  special  or  exclusive  privilege  or  immunity,  or  to 
any  corporation,  association  or  individual  the  riglit  to 
lay  down  a  railroad  track: 

Nor  shall  the  General  Assembly  indirectly  enact  such 
special  or  local  law  by  the  partial  repeal  of  a  general 
law;  but  laws  repealing  local  or  special  acts  may  be 
passed : 

Nor  shall  any  law  be  passed  granting  powers  or  privi- 
leges in  any  case  wliere  the  granting  of  such  powers 
and  privileges  shall  have  been  provided  for  by  general 
law,  nor  where  the  courts  have  jurisdiction  to  grant 
the  same  or  give  the  relief  asked  for. 
Notice  nf  local  or  Sfction  8.  No  local  Or  Special  bill  shall  be  passed 
-pedal  bills.  unless  notice  of  the  intention  to  apply  therefor  shall 

have  l)een  published  in  the  locality  w.iere  the  matter 
or  the  thing  tf)  be  affected  may  be  situated,  which  notice 
shall  be  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  introduction 
into  the  General  Assembly  of  such  bill  and  in  the  man- 
ner to  be  provided  by  law;  the  evidence  of  such  notice 
having  been  i)ui)lished,  shall  1)0  exhibited  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  before  such  act  shall  be  passed. 
si^iDK  of  biiiHby  Skction  !>.  The  presiding  ollicer  of  each  Ibuise  shall, 
pre-i.iinKofflcoiH.  in  tlio  prcsouce  of  the  House  over  which  he  presides, 
sign  all  l)ills  and  joint  resolutions  passed  l)y  the  (xeneral 
Assembly,  alter  their  titles  have  been  publicly  read 
immediately  before  signing;  and  the  fact  of  signing 
shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
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Skction  10.  The  General  Assemblv  shall  prescribe  i-o{<uiative officers, 
by  law  the  number,  duties  and  compensation  of  the 
olficers  atul  employes  of  each  House,  and  no  payment 
shall  be  made  from  the  State  Treasury,  or  be  in  any 
way  authorized,  to  any  person,  except  to  an  acting 
officer  or  employe  elected  or  appointed  in  pursuance 
of  law. 

Skction  11.  No  bill  shall  be  passed  giving  any  extra  no extra compeuFa- 
compensation  to  any  public  officer,  servant,  employje,  contractors^''""^ 
agent  or  contractor,  after  services  shall  have  been  ren- 
dered or  contract  made,  nor  providing  for  the  [)ayment 
of  any  claim  against  the  Commonwealth  without  pre- 
vious authority  of  law. 

Section  12.  All  stationery,  printing  paper  and  fuel  I'ubiic  printing. 
used  in  the  legislative  and  other  departments  of  gov- 
ernment shall  be  furnished,  and  the  printing,  binding 
and  distributing  ofthelaws,journals,  department  reports, 
and  all  other  printing  and  binding,  and  the  repairing 
and  furnishing  the  halls  and  rooms  used  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  General  Assembly  and  it  committees,  shall 
be  performed  under  contract  to  be  given  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder  below  such  maximum  price  and 
under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law; 
no  member  or  officer  of  any  dei)artment  of  the  govern- 
ment shall  be  in  any  way  interested  in  such  contracts, 
and  all  such  contracts  shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Governor,  Auditor  General  and  State  Treasurer. 

Section  13.  No  law  shall  extend  the  term  of  any  no  pxtension  of  of. 
public  ollicer,  or  increase  or  diminish  his  salary  or  crease'of^compJu- 
emoluments,  after  his  election  or  appointment.  sntion. 

Section  14.  All  bills  i'or  raising  revenue  shall  origi-  .,  . .,, 

nate  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  the  Senate 
may  propose  amendments  as  in  other  bills. 

Section  15.  The  general  appropriation  bill  shall  em-  Appropriation  biu.-. 
brace  nothing  but  appropriations  for  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  executive,  legislative  and  judicial  depart- 
ments of  the  Commonwealth,  interest  on  the  public 
debt  and  for  public  schools;  all  other  appropriations 
shall  be  made  by  separate  bills,  each  embracing  but 
one  subject. 

Section  16.  No  money  shall  be  paid  ont  of  the  treas-  payments  of  mon- 
ury,  except  upon  appropriations  made  by  law,  and  on  ^y^ fro™  th®  <ren-^- 
warrant   drawn    by   the   proper   officer   in    pursuance 
thereof. 

Section  17.  No  appropriation  shall  be  made  to  any  Appropriations  to 
charitable  or  educational  institution  not  under  the  t^n^'.'*""'*  i°'^*'*"- 
absolute  control  of  the  Commonwealth,  other  than 
normal  schools  established  by  law  for  the  professional 
training  of  teachers  for  the  public  schools  of  the  State, 
except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
elected  to  each  House. 

Section  18.  No  appropriations,  except  for  pensions  or  Appropriations  for 
gratuities  for  military  services,  shall  be  made  for  char-  pose.»,  etcjTmited- 
itable,  educational  or  benevolent  purposes,  to  any  per- 
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widows  aud  or- 
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Investment  of  trust 
funds. 


Changes  of   venue. 
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corporations  to  the 
State  to  be  released, 


Limitations  of  Leg- 
islative power  at 
fpeclal  sessions. 


Concurrent  orders, 
rei-olutions  and 
voles  to  be  present- 
eil  to  the  Governor. 


Mo  8tnt:<  Inopectors 
of  merchaixlisi'. 


son  or  community,  nor  to  any  denominational  or  sec- 
tarian institution,  corporation  or  association. 

Secfiux  19.  The  (Jeneral  Assembly  may  make  appro- 
priations of  money  to  institutions  wherein  the  widows 
of  soldiers  are  supported  or  assisted,  or  the  orphans  of 
soldiers  are  maintained  and  educated;  but  such  appro- 
priation shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  support  of 
such  widows  and  orphans. 

Seciiox  20.  The  General  Assembly  shall  notdelejiate 
to  any  special  commission,'  private  corporation  or  asso- 
ciation, any  power  to  make,  supervise  or  interfere  with 
any  municipal  improvement,  money,  property  or  ellVcts 
whether  held  in  trust  or  otherwise,  or  to  levy  taxes  or 
perform  any  municipal  function  whatever. 

Section  21.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
limit  the  amount  to  be  recovered  for  injuries  resulting 
in  death,  or  for  injuries  to  persons  or  property;  and,  in 
case  of  death  from  such  injuries,  the  right  of  action  shall 
survive,  and  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  for 
whose  benefit  such  actions  shall  be  prosecuted.  No  act 
shall  prescribe  any  limitatiDiis  of  time  within  which  suits 
may  be  brought  against  corporations  for  injuries  toper- 
sons  or  property,  or  for  other  causes  different  from  those 
fixed  by  general  laws  regulating  actions  against  natural 
persons,  and  such  acts  now  existing  are  avoided. 

Section  22.  No  act  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
authorize  the  investment  of  trust  funds  by  executors, 
administrators,  guardians  or  other  trustees,  in  the  bonds 
or  stock  of  any  private  corporation,  and  such  acts  now 
existing  are  avoided,  s:iving  investmenis  heretofore 
made. 

Section  23.  The  power  to  change  the  venue  in  civil 
and  criminal  cases  shall  be  vested  in  the  courts,  to  be 
exercised  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  by  law. 

Section  24.  No  obligation  or  liability  of  any  railroad 
or  other  corporation,  held  or  owned  by  the  Common- 
wealth, shall  ever  be  exchanged,  transferred,  remitted, 
l)ostponed  or  in  any  way  diminished  l>y  the  General 
Assembly,  nor  shall  such  liability  or  obligation  be  re- 
leased, except  by  payment  thereof  into  the  State  Treas- 
ury. 

Section  25.  When  the  General  Assembly  shall  be 
convened  in  special  session,  there  shall  be  no  legisla- 
tion upon  sul)jects  other  than  those  designated  in  tho 
proclamation  of  the  Governor  calling  siicii  session. 

Section  2(5.  Every  order,  resolution  or  vote,  to  which 
the  concurrence  of  l)oth  Houses  may  be  necessary,  ex- 
cept on  the  question  of  adjournment,  shall  be  presented 
to  the  Governor,  and  before  if  shall  take  effect  be  ap- 
proved i)y  him,  or  l)eing  disapproved,  shall  l)e  re-passe<l 
by  two  tliirds  of  botli  Houses,  accordiiiir  to  the  rules 
and  limitations  prescribed  in  case  of  a  bill. 

Section  27.  No  State  office  shall  b.;  continued  or 
created  for  the  inspection  or  measuring  of  any  mer.'han- 
dise,  manufacture  or  commodity,  but  any  county  or 
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m  Jtiicipality  may  appoint  su  :h  olli^j^rs  when  authorized 
by  law. 

Skction  28.  No  hiw  chanjiinfj:;  the  location  of  the  cap-  chanKin«h)c.ition 
ital  of  the  State  shall  be  validmitil  the  same  shall  have  "'  »'"'«  ^'"p''"- 
been  submitted  to  the  (lualitled  electors  of  the  Cotn- 
monwealtli  at  a  general  election,  and   ratilied   and   ap- 
proved by  them. 

SECTION  2!).  A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  who  uribery  of  .ut^m 
shall  solicit,  demand  or  receive,  or  consent  to  receive,  Atsembi^?"*'"'' 
directly  or  indirectly,  for  himself  or  for  another,  or  from 
any  company,  cori)oration  or  person,  any  money,  office, 
appointment,  employment,  testimonial,  reward,  thinj; 
of  value  or  enjoyment,  or  of  personal  advantage,  or 
promise  thereof,  for  his  vote  or  ollicial  inlluence,  or  for 
withholdini:  tiie  same,  or  with  an  understanding  ex- 
pressed or  implied,  that  his  vote  or  official  actinn  shall 
be  in  any  way  intluenced  thereby,  or  who  shall  solicit 
or  demand  any  such  money  or  other  advantage,  matter 
or  thing  aforesaid  lor  another,  as  the  consideration  of 
his  vote  or  ofiicial  inlluence,  or  for  withholding  the  same, 
or  shall  give  or  withhold  his  vote  or  inlluence  in  con- 
sideration of  the  payment  or  promise  of  such  money, 
advantage,  matter  or  thing  to  another,  shall  be  held 
guilty  of  bril)ery  within  the  meaning  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, and  shall  incur  the  disabilities  provided  thereby 
for  said  ollence,  and  such  additional  punishment  as  is  or 
shall  be  provided  by  law. 

Section  30.  Any  person  who  shall,  directly  or  indi-   Bribery  of  nem- 

.1  rn  _•  •  „  'ii;_r    bers  of  General  As- 

rectly,  offer,  give  or  premise,  any  money,  or  thing  ol  sembiy  and  officers. 

value,  testimonial,  privilege,  or  personal  advantage,  to 

any  executive  or  judicial   officer,  or  member   of   the 

General  Assembly,  to  inlluence  him  in  the  performance 

of  any  of  his  public  or  official  duties,  shall  be  guilty  of 

bribery,  and  be  punished  i^  such  manner  as  shall  be 

provided  by  law. 

Section  31.  The   offence   of   corrupt    solicitation    of  The  ofipnce  of  cur- 
raembers  of  the  General  Assembly  or  of  public  officers  be'l>un?shid*by'flne 
of  the  State  or  of  any  municipal  division  thereof,  and  «"^  imprisonment. 
any  occupation  or  practice  of  solicitation  of  such  mem- 
bers or  officers  to  inlluence  their  official  action,  shall  be 
defined  by  law,  and  shall  be  punished  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment. 

Section  32.  Any  person  may  be  compelled  to  testify  witnesses  to  testify 
in    any   lawful    investigation    or  judicial    proceeding  !ind'«^ii"itau^>n*'^^ 
against  any  person  who  may  be  charged  with  having 
committed  the  ollence  of  bribery  or  corrupt  solicitation, 
or  practices  of  solicitation,  and  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  withhold  his  testimony  upon  the  ground  that  it  may 
criminate  himself  or  subject  him  to  public  infamy;  but 
such   testimony  shall   not   afterwards  be  used  against 
him  in   any  judicial  i)roceeding,  except  for  perjury  in  punj^j^^jjent 
giving  such   testimony,  and  any  person   convicted  of 
either  of  the  offences  aforesaid  shall,  as  part  of  the  pun- 
ishment  therefor,  be   disqualified   from   holding    any 
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lutere^tpd  mem- 
bers 8haU  not  vote. 


Eifcutive  officers. 


The  Governor. 


Hio  election. 


Keturns  of  election. 


Contested  elections. 


Term  of  the  Oover- 


Tbe  Lieutenant 
Governor. 


VuiillflcntionH  of 
(Ifivernor  nml  Lieu- 
Ifiiniit  Uovemor. 


CoDKreiunnen,  etc. 
dif>r|ualifle<l. 


office  or  position  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  in  this  Com 
mon  wealth. 

8ECT1UX  33.  A  member  who  has  a  personal  or  private 
interest  in  any  measure  or  bill  proposed  or  pending  be- 
fore the  General  Assembly  shall  disclose  the  fact  to  the 
House  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  shall  not  vote 
thereon. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

The  Executive. 

Section  1.  The  Executive  Department  of  this  Com- 
monwealth shall  consist  of  a  Governor,  Lieutenant 
Governor,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Attorney 
General,  Auditor  General,  State  Treasurer,  Secretary 
of  Internal  Affairs  and  a  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction. 

Section  2.  The  supreme  executive  power  sliall  be 
vested  in  the  Governor,  who  shall  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed  ;  he  shall  be  chosen  on  the 
day  of  the  general  election,  by  the  qualified  electors 
of  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  places  where  they  shall 
vote  for  Representatives.  The  returns  of  every  elec- 
tion for  Governor  shall  be  sealed  up  and  transmitted 
to  the  seat  of  government,  directed  to  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  who  shall  open  and  publish  them  in  the 
presence  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  The  person  having  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  Governor,  but  if  two  or  more  be 
equal  and  highest  in  votes,  one  of  them  shall  be  chosen 
Governor  by  the  joint  vote  of  the  members  of  both 
Houses.  Contested  elections  shall  be  determined  by  a 
committee,  to  be  selected  from  both  Houses  ol  the 
General  Assembly,  and  formed  and  regulated  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  directed  by  law. 

S^;cTI0N  3.  The  Governor  shall  hold  his  office  during 
four  years  from  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next 
ensuing  his  election,  and  shall  not  be  eligible  to  the 
office  lor  the  next  succeeding  term. 

Section  4.  A  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  be  chosen  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  same  term, 
and  subject  to  the  same  provisions  as  the  Governor;  he 
shall  be  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  i)o  vote 
unless  they  be  equally  divided. 

Section  5.  Xo  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of 
Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  except  a  citizen  of 
the  I'nited  States,  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  and  have  been  seven  years  luwt  preceding 
his  election  an  inhabitant  of  the  State,  unless  he  shall 
have  been  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the  United 
States  or  of  this  State. 

Section  0.  No  member  of  Congress  or  person  hold- 
ing any  ollice  under  the  United  States  or  this  State 
shall  e.xercise  the  office  of  Governor  or  Lieutenant 
Governor. 
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Section  7.  The  Governor  shall  be  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  Commonwealth,  ai)d 
of  the  militia,  except  when  they  shall  l)e  called  into 
the  actnal  service  of  the  United  States. 

Skction  8.  He  shall  nominate  and,  by  and  witii  the 
advice  and  consent  of  two-thirds  of  all  tiie  members  of 
the  Senate,  appoint  a  Se(;retary  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  an  Attorney  General  during  pleasure,  a  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction  for  four  years,  and  such 
other  ollicers  of  the  Common\tealth  as  he  is  or  may  be 
authorized  by  the  Constitution  or  any  law  to  appoint; 
he  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  vacancies  that  may  hap- 
.pen,  in  ollices  to  which  he  may  appoint,  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which 
shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session;  he  shall 
have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may  happen,  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  the  office  of  Auditor 
General.  State  Treasurer,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs 
or  Supeiintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  in  a  judicial 
office,  or  in  any  other  elective  office  which  he  is  or  may 
be  authorized  to  fill;  if  the  vacancy  shall  happen  dur- 
ing the  session  of  the  Senate,  the  Governor  shall  nomi- 
nate to  the  Senate,  before  their  final  adjournment,  a 
proper  person  to  fill  said  vacancy ;  but  in  any  such  case 
of  vacancy,  in  an  elective  office,  a  person  shall  be 
chosen  to  said  office  at  the  next  general  election,  unless 
the  vacancy  shall  happen  within  three  calendar  months 
immediately  preceding  such  election,  in  which  case  the 
election  for  said  office  shall  be  held  at  the  second  suc- 
ceeding general  election.  In  acting  on  Executive 
nominations  the  Senate  shall  sit  with  open  doors,  and, 
in  confirming  or  rejecting  the  nominations  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  vote  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Section  9.  He  shall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and 
forfeitures,  to  grant  reprieves,  commutations  of  sentence 
and  pardons,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment;  but  no 
pardon  shall  be  granted,  nor  sentence  commuted,  except 
upon  the  recommendation  in  waiting  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  Attorney 
General  and  Secretary  of  Internal  AlYairs.  or  any  three 
of  them,  after  full  hearing,  upon  due  public  notice  and 
in  open  session,  and  such  recommendation;,  with  the 
reasons  therefor  at  length,  shall  be  recorded  and  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  10.  He  may  require  information  in  writing 
from  the  officers  of  the  Executive  Department,  upon 
any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices. 

Section  11.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the 
General  Assembly  information  of  the  state  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such 
measures  as  he  may  judge  expedient. 

Section  1:2.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  con- 
vene the  General  Assembly,  and  in  case  of  disagree- 
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ment  between  the  two  Houses,  with  respect  to  the  time 
of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall 
think  proper,  not  exceeding  lour  months.  He  shall  have 
power  to  convene  llie  Senate  in  extraordinary  session  by 
proclamation  for  the  transaction  of  executive  business. 

Section  13.  In  case  of  the  death,  conviction  on  im- 
peachment, failure  to  qualify,  resignation,  or  other 
disability  of  the  Governor,  the  powers,  duties  and 
emoluments  of  the  office,  for  the  remainder  of  the  term, 
or  until  the  disability  be  removed,  shall  devolve  upon 
the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Section  14.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  or  when  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
shall  be  impeached  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
or  shall  be  unal)le  to  exercise  the  duties  of  his  office, 
the  powers,  duties  and  emoluments  thereof  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term,  or  until  the  disability  be  re- 
moved, shall  devolve  upon  the  President  pro  tempore  of 
the  Senate;  and  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Sen- 
ate shall  in  like  manner  become  Governor  if  a  vacancy 
or  disability  shall  occur  in  the  oifice  of  Governor;  his 
seat  as  Senator  shall  become  vacant  whenever  he  shall 
become  Governor,  and  shall  be  filled  by  election  as 
any  other  vacancy  in  the  Senate. 

Section  15.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both 
Houses  shall  be  presented  to  the  Governor;  if  he  ap- 
prove he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  he  shall  not  approve  he 
shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  House  in 
which  it  shall  have  originated,  which  House  shall 
enter  the  objections  at  large  upon  their  journal,  and 
proceed  to  re-consider  it.  If,  after  such  re-considera- 
tion, two-thirds  of  all  the  members  elected  to  that 
House  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with 
the  objections  to  the  other  House  by  which  likewise  it 
shall  be  re-considered,  and  if  approved  by  two  thirds 
of  all  the  members  elected  to  that  House  it  shall  be  a 
law;  but  in  such  cases  the  votes  of  both  Houses  shall 
be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
members  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be  en- 
tered on  the  journals  of  each  House  respectively.  If 
any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Governor  within 
ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented  to  him,  the 
same  shall  be  a  law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had  signed 
it,  unless  the  General  Assembly,  by  their  adjournment, 
prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  a  law, 
unless  he  shall  file  the  same,  with  his  objections,  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
give  notice  thereof  by  public  joroclamation  within 
thirty  days  after  such  adjournment. 

Section  !(>.  The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  disap- 
prove of  any  item  or  items  of  any  bill,  making  appro- 
priations of  monej',  embracing  distinct  items,  and  the 
I)art  or  parts  of  the  bill  ai)proved  shall  be  the  law,  and 
the  item  or  items  of  appropriation  disapproved  shall  be 
void,  unless  re-passed   according  to  the  rules  and  lim- 
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italions  prescribed  for  the  pas8aj.;e  of  other  bills  over 
the  Executive  veto. 

8fc;crioN  17.  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  preside  upon  trial  of  any  contested  election  of 
Governor  or  Lieutenant  Governor  and  shall  decide 
questions  regarding:  the  admissibility  of  evidence,  and 
shall,  upon  request  of  tiie  commillee,  pronounce  his 
opinion  upon  other  questions  of  law  involved  in  the 
trial.  The  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  shall 
exercise  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  until  their 
successors  shall  be  duly  (luulilied. 

Section  18.  The  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
shall  keep  a  record  of  all  official  acts  and  proceedin/is 
ol  the  Governor,  and  when  recjuired  lay  the  same,  with 
all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers  relating  thereto,  be- 
fore either  branch  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  per- 
form such  other  duties  as  may  be  enjoined  upon  him 
by  law. 

Section  19.  The  Secretary  of  Internal  xiffairs  siiall 
exercise  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties 
of  the  Surveyor  General,  subject  to  such  changes  as 
shall  be  made  by  law.  His  department  shall  embrace 
a  bureau  of  industrial  statistics,  and  he  shall  discharge 
such  duties  relating  to  corporations,  to  the  charitable 
institutions,  the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  mining, 
mineral,  timber  and  other  material  or  business  inter- 
ests of  the  State  as  may  be  prescribed  l)y  law.  He 
shall  annuall3^  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  law,  make  report  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  20.  The  Superintendent  of  Publiclnstruction 
shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  subject  to 
such  changes  as  shall  be  made  by  law. 

Section  21.  The  term  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal 
Atfairs  shall  be  four  years ;  of  the  Auditor  General 
three  years;  and  of  the  State  Treasurer  two  years. 
These  oihcers  shall  be  chosen  by  the  qualified  electors 
of  the  State  at  general  elections.  No  person  elected  to 
the  office  of  Auditor  General  or  State  Treasurer  shall 
be  capable  of  holding  the  same  office  for  two  consecu- 
tive terms. 

Section  22.  The  present  Great  Seal  of  Pennsylvania 
shall  be  the  seal  of  the  State.  All  commissions  shall 
be  in  the  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  be  sealed  with  the  State  seal  and 
signed  by  the  Governor. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Judiciary. 

Section  1.  The  judicial  powerof  this  Commonwealth  xheconrts. 
shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  in  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas,  courts  of  over  and  terminer  and  general 
jail  delivery,  courts  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace, 
orphans"  courts,  magistrates'  courts,  and  in  such  other 
2  Const. 
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courts  as  the  General  Assembly  may  from  time  to  time 
establish. 

Sectiox  2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  seven 
judges,  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified  electors 
of  the  State  at  large.  They  shall  hold  their  olHces  for 
the  term  of  twenty  one  years,  if  they  so  long  behave 
themselves  well,  but  shall  not  be  again  eligil)le.  The 
judge  whose  commission  shall  first  expire  shall  be  chief 
justice,  and  thereafter  each  judge  whose  commission 
shall  first  expire  shall  in  turn  be  chief  justice. 

Section  3.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  extend  over  the  State,  and  the  judges  thereof 
shall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be  justices  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the  several  coun- 
ties;  they  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
injunction  where  a  corporation  is  a  party  defendant,  of 
habeas  corpus,  of  mandamns  to  courts  ot  inferior  juris- 
diction, and  of  quo  7/mrranto  as  to  all  officers  of  tiie 
Commonwealth  whose  jurisdiction  extends  over  the 
State,  but  shall  not  exercise  any  other  original  juris- 
diction ;  they  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction  by  ap- 
peal, certiorari  or  writ  of  error  in  all  cases,  as  is  now 
cr  may  hereafter  be  provided  by  law. 

Section  4.  Until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  shall  continue  as  at  present 
established,  except  as  herein  changed  ;  not  more  than 
four  counties  shall,  at  any  time,  be  included  in  one 
judicial  district  organized  for  said  courts. 

Section  5.  Whenever  a  county  shall  contain  forty 
thousand  inhabitants  it  shall  constitute  a  separate  ju- 
dicial district,  and  shall  elect  one  judge  learned  in  the 
law;  and  the  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for  addi- 
tional judges,  as  the  business  of  the  said  districts  may 
require.  Counties  containing  a  population  less  than  is 
sufficient  to  constitute  separate  districts  shall  befornied 
into  convenient  single  districts,  or,  if  necessary,  may  le 
attached  to  contiguous  districts  as  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  provide.  The  office  of  associate  judge,  not 
learned  in  the  law,  is  abolished  in  counties  forming 
separate  districts;  but  the  several  associate  judges  in 
office  when  this  Constitution  shall  be  adopted  shall 
serve  for  their  unexpired  terms. 

Section  6.  In  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Alle- 
gheny all  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  now  vested  in 
the  district  courts  and  courts  of  common  pleas,  subject 
to  such  changes  as  may  l)e  made  by  this  Constituiion 
or  by  law,  shall  be  in  Philadelphia  vested  in  four,  and 
in  Allegheny  in  two,  distinct  and  separate  courts  of 
equal  and  co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  composed  of  three 
judges  each;  the  said  courts  in  Philadelphia  shall  be 
designated  respectively  as  the  court  oC  common  pleas 
number  one,  number  two,  number  three  and  number 
four,  and  in  Allegheny  as  the  court  of  common  pleas  num- 
ber one  and  number  two,  but  the  numberot  said  courts 
may  be  by  law  increased,  from  time  to   time,  and  shall 
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be  in  like  manner  designated  by  successive  numbers; 
the  number  of  judges  in  any  of  said  courts,  or  in  any 
county  where  the  establishment  of  an  additional  court 
may  be  authorized  by  law,  may  be  increased  from  time 
to  time,  and  whenever  such  increase  shall  amount  in 
the  whole  to  three,  such  three  judges  shall  compose  a 
distinct  and  sejjarate  court  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be 
numbered  as  aforesaid.  In  Philadelphia  all  suits  shall 
be  instituted  in  the  said  courts  of  common  pleas  with- 
out designating  the  number  of  said  court,  and  the  sev- 
eral courts  shall  <listribute  and  ai)portion  the  business 
among  them  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  by 
rules  of  court,  and  each  court,  to  which  any  suit  shall 
be  thus  assigned,  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
thereof,  subject  to  change  of  venue,  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  law.  In  Allegheny  each  court  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  proceedings  at  law  and  in 
equity,  commenced  tlierein,  subject  to  change  of  venue 
as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Section  T.  For  Philadelphia  there  shall  be  one  pro- 
thonotary's  office,  and  one  prothonotary  for  all  said 
courts  to  be  appointed  by  the  judges  of  said  courts, 
and  to  hold  office  for  three  years,  subject  to  removal 
by  a  majority  of  the  said  judges  ;  the  said  prothonotary 
shall  appoint  such  assistants  as  may  be  necessary  and 
authorized  by  said  courts;  and  he  and  his  assistants 
shall  receive  fixed  salaries,  to  be  determined  by  law 
and  paid  by  said  county;  all  fees  collected  in  said 
office,  except  such  as  may  be  by  law  due  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, shall  be  paid  by  the  prothonotary  into  the 
county  treasury.  Each  court  shall  have  its  separate 
dockets,  except  the  judgment  docket  which  shall  con- 
tain the  judgments  and  liens  of  all  the  said  courts,  as 
is  or  may  be  directed  by  law. 

Section  8  The  said  courts  in  the  counties  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Allegheny,  respectively,  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  in  turn  detail  one  or  more  of  their  judges  to 
hold  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  the  courts  of 
quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  of  said  counties,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  directed  by  law. 

Sfxtion  9.  Judges  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas 
learned  in  the  law  shall  be  judges  of  the  courts  of  oyer 
and  terminer,  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  and  gen- 
eral jail  delivery,  and  of  the  orphans'  court,  and  within 
their  respective  districts  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace 
as  to  criminal  matters. 

Section  10.  The  judges  of  the  courts  of  common 
pleas,  within  their  respective  counties,  shall  have 
power  to  issue  writs  of  certiorari  to  justices  of  the 
peace  and  other  inferior  courts  not  of  record,  and  to 
cause  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  l)efore  them,  and 
right  and  justice  to  be  done. 

Section  11.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this 
Constitution,  justices  of  the  peace  or  aldermen  shall  be 
elected  in  the  several  wards,  districts,  boroughs  and 
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townships  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  constables  by 
the  quahtied  electors  tiiereof,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
directed  by  law,  and  shall  be  commissioned  by  the  Gov- 
ernor for  a  term  of  tive  years.  No  townsiiip,  ward, 
district  or  borough  shall  elect  more  than  two  justices 
of  the  peace  or  aldermen  without  the  consent  of  a 
majority  of  tiie  qualified  electors  within  such  township, 
ward  or  borough ;  no  person  siiall  be  elected  to  such 
ollice  unless  he  shall  have  resided  within  tlie  township, 
Ijorouixh,  ward  or  district  for  one  year  next  preceding 
his  election.  In  cities  containing  over  fifty  thousand 
inhabitants,  not  more  than  one  alderman  shall  be 
elected  in  each  ward  or  district. 

{Section  12.  In  Philadelphia  there  shall  be  estab 
lished,  for  each  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  one  court, 
not  of  record,  of  police  and  civil  causes,  with  jurisdic- 
tion not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars;  such  courts 
shall  be  held  by  magistrates  whose  term  of  office  shall 
be  live  years,  and  they  shall  be  elected  on  general 
ticket  by  the  qualified  voters  at  large ;  and  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  said  magistrates  no  voter  shall  vote  for 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  persons  to  be 
elected  when  more  than  one  are  to  be  chosen  ;  they 
shall  be  compensated  only  by  fixed  salaries,  to  be  paid 
by  said  county ;  and  shall  exercise  such  jurisdiction, 
civil  and  criminal,  except  as  herein  provided,  as  is  now 
exercised  by  aldermen,  subject  to  such  changes,  not 
involving  an  increase  of  civil  jurisdiction  or  conferring 
political  duties,  as  may  be  made  by  law.  In  Philadel- 
phia the  office  of  alderman  is  abolished. 

Section  13.  All  fees,  fines  and  penalties  in  said 
courts  shall  be  paid  into  the  county  treasury. 

Section  H.  In  all  cases  of  summary  conviction  in 
this  Commonwealth,  or  of  judgment  in  suit  for  a  penalty 
before  a  magistrate,  or  court  not  of  record,  either  party 
may  appeal  to  such  court  of  record'  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.  npon  allowance  of  the  appellate  court 
or  judge  thereof  upon  cause  shown. 

Section  15.  All  judges  required  to  be  learned  in  the 
law,  except  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall  be 
elected  by  the  (]ualifled  electors  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts over  which  they  are  to  preside,  and  shall  hold 
their  ollices  for  the  perioil  of  fen  years,  if  they  shall  so 
long  behave  themselves  well ;  but  for  any  reasonal)le 
cause,  which  shall  not  be  sullicient  ground  for  impeach- 
ment, the  Governor  may  remove  any  of  tliera  on  the 
address  of  two  thirds  of  each  House  of  the  General 
iVssembly. 

Section  16.  Whenever  two  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  are  to  be  chosen  for  the  same  term  of  service  each 
voter  shall  v()te  for  one  only,  and  when  three  are  to  l)e 
chosen  he  shall  vote  for  no  more  than  two;  candidates 
highest  in  vote  shall  l)e  declared  elected. 

Section  17.  Should  any  two  or  more  judges  of  tiie 
Supreme  Court,  or  any  two  or  more  judges  of  the  court 
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of  common  pleas  for  the  same  district,  be  elected  at 
the  same  time,  they  shall,  as  soon  after  the  election  as 
convenient,  cast  lots  lor  priority  of  commission,  and 
certify  the  resnlt  to  the  Governor,  who  shall  issue  their 
commissions  in  accordance  therewith. 

iSKCTiox  18.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  compensation  of 
the  judji;es  of  the  several  courts  of  common  pkas,  and  J"''**"** 
all  other  judges  required  to  be  learned  in  the  law,  shall 
at  stated  times  receive  for  their  services  an  adequate 
compensation,  which  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  and  paid  by 
the  State.     They  shall  receive  no  other  compensation, 
fees  or  perquisites  of  olI}ce  for  their  services  from  any 
source,  nor  hold  any  other  ollice  of  profit  under  the  Disfiuaiifieatioc. 
United  States,  this  State  or  any  other  State. 

Section  19.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  during  Ke«i(ieu..'of 
their  continuance  in  ollice,  shall  reside  within  this  Com-  ■'"'^«^''- 
rnonwealth;  and  the  other  judges,  during  their  contin- 
uance in  ollice,  shall  reside  within  the  districts  for  which 
they  shall  be  respectively  elected. 

Section  20.  The  several  courts  of  common  pleas,  chnn«ry  powers  of 
besides  the  powers  herein  conferred,  shall  have  and  ex-  ^'i'"J'i'^"^  common 
ercise  within  their  respective  districts,  subject  to  such 
changes  as  may  be  made  by  law,  such  chancery  powers 
as  are  now  vested  by  law  in  the  several  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  as  may  hereafter 
be  conferred  upon  them  by  law. 

Sectiox  21.  No  duties  shall  be  imposed  by  law  upon  xopxtraju.iiriai 
t  he  Supreme  Court  or  any  of  the  judges  thereof,  except  '*""*^^  ^°'^  judge?, 
such  as  are  judicial,  nor  shall  any  of  the  judges  thereof 
exercise  any  power  of  appointment  except  as  herein 
jnovided.  The  court  of  ;i/.yi  prlus  is  hereby  abolished, 
and  no  court  of  original  jurisdiction  to  be  presided  over 
by  any  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  be  established. 

Skction  22.  In  every  county  wherein  the  population  separate orpha^^ ■ 
shall  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  the  Gen-  ''°"'"*- 
eral  Assembly  shall,  and  in  any  other  county   may, 
establish  a  separate  orphans'  court,  to  consist  of  one  or 
more  judges  who  shall  be  learned  in  the   law,  which 
court  shall  exercise  all  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  now 
vested  in  or  which  may  hereafter  be  conferred  upon  the 
orphans'  courts,  and  therupon  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
judges   of    the   court   of    common   pleas  within   such 
county,  in  orphans'  court  proceedings,  shall  cease  and 
determine.     In  any  county  in  which  a  separate  orphans'  R^gj^t^r  of  wiii*  to 
court  shall  be  established,  the  register  of  wills  shall  be  be cierk thereof' 
c^erk  of  such  court  and  subject  to  its  directions,  in   all 
matters  pertaining  to  his  office ;  he  may  appoint  assis- 
tant clerks,  but  only  with  the  consent  and  approval  of 
said  court.     All  accounts  filed  with  him  as  register  or  Accounts  therein; o 
as  clerk  of  the  said  separate  orphans'  court  shall  be  cour'ts'*^'^ ''^ 
audited  by  the  court  without  expense  to  parties,  except 
where  all  parties  in  interest  in   a  pending  proceeding 
shall  nominate  an  auditor  whom  the  court  may,  in  its 
discretion,  appoint.     In  every  county  orphans"  courts 
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shall  possess  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  a  regis- 
ters' court,  and  separate  registers'  courts  are  hereby 
abolished. 

Section  23.  The  style  of  all  process  shall  be  "  The 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania."  All  prosecutions 
shall  be  carried  on  in  the  name  and  by  the  autiiority  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  conclude 
'■  airaiiist  the  peace  and  dij^nity  of  the  same." 

Skction  24.  In  all  cases  of  felonious  homicide,  and  in 
such  other  criminal  cases  as  may  be  provided  for  by 
law,  the  accused  after  conviction  and  sentence,  may  re- 
move the  indictment,  record  and  all  proceedings  to  the 
Supreme  Court  for  review. 

Section  25.  Any  vacancy  happening  by  death,  resig- 
nation or  otherwise,  in  any  court  of  record,  shall  be  tilled 
by  appointment  by  the  Governor,  to  continue  till  the 
first  ^londay  of  January  next  succeeding  tiie  (irst  gen- 
eral election,  wliich  shnll  occur  three  or  more  months 
after  the  happening  of  such  vacancy. 

Section  26.  All  laws  relating  to  courts  shall  be  gen- 
eral and  of  uniform  operation,  and  the  organization,  juris- 
diction and  powers  of  all  courts  of  the  same  class  or 
grade,  so  far  as  regulated  by  law,  and  the  force  and  ef- 
fect of  the  process  and  judgments  of  such  courts,  shall 
be  uniform;  and  the  General  Assembly  is  hereby  pro- 
hibited from  creating  other  courts  to  exercise  the  pow- 
ers vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  and  orphans'  courts. 

Section  27.  The  parties,  by  agreement  filed,  may  in 
any  civil  case  dispense  with  trial  by  jury,  and  submit 
tlie  decision  of  such  case  to  the  court  having  jurisdic- 
tion thereof,  and  such  court  shall  hear  and  determine 
the  same  ;  and  the  judgment  thereon  shall  be  subject  to 
writ  of  error  as  in  other  cases. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 

Impeachment  and  Bcmoval  from  Office. 

Section  1.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeachment. 

Skctiov  2.  All  impeacements  shall  be  tried  b}-  the 
Senate;  when  sitting  lor  that  purpose  the  Senators  shall 
be  u{)on  oath  or  aflirmation  ;  no  person  shall  be  con- 
victed without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present. 

Section  8.  The  Governor  and  all  other  civil  ollicers 
shall  1)0  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  misdemeanor  in 
oflice,  but  judgment  in  such  cases  shall  not  extend 
furlluM- tlian  to  removal  from  ollice  and  (lis(|ualilication 
to  jiold  any  ollice  of  trust  or  i)ndit  under  tiiis  Conimon- 
weallh;  the  person  accused,  whether  convicted  or  ac- 
(|uiiled.  shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial, 
ju<lgment  and  punishment  according  to  law. 

Skction  4.  All  ollicers  shall  hold  their  ollices  on  the 
condition  that  thev  behave  themselves  well  while  in 


office,  and  shall  l)e  removed  on  conviction  of  misbehavior 
in  office  or  of  any  infamous  crime.  Appointed  olficers, 
other  than  judtres  of  tlie  courts  of  record  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  I'uljlic  Instruction,  may  be  removed  at  the 
pleasure  of  tlie  power  by  which  they  shall  have  been 
appointed.  All  ollicers  elected  by  the  people,  except 
Governor,  Lieutenant  Governor,  membersof  the  General 
Assembly,  and  judges  of  the  courts  of  record  learned  in 
the  law,  shall  be  removed  by  the  Governor  for  reason- 
able cause,  after  due  notice  and  full  hearing,  on  the 
address  of  two  thirds  ol  the  Senate. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

Oath  of  OMce. 

Section  1.  Senators  and  Representatives  and  all 
judicial.  State  and  county  officers  shall,  before  entering 
on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  take  and  sub- 
scribe the  following  oath  or  allirmation  :  ^'I  do  solemnly 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  support,  obey  and  defend 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  Conunonwealth,  and  that  I  will  discharge 
the  duties  of  my  office  with  fidelity ;  that  I  have  not  paid 
or  contributed,  or  promised  to  pay  or  contribute,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  money  or  other  valuable 
thing,  to  procure  my  nomination  or  election  (or  ap- 
pointment), except  for  necessary  and  proper  expenses 
expressly  authorized  by  law ;  that  1  have  not  knowingly 
violated  -Any  election  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  or 
procured  it  to  be  done  by  others  in  my  behalf;  that  I 
will  not  knowingly  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
money  or  other  valuable  thing  for  the  performance  or 
non-performance  of  any  act  or  duty  pertaining  to  ray 
office,  other  than  the  compensation  allowed  by  law."" 

The  foregoing  oath  shall  be  administered  by  some 
person  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  and  in  the  case 
of  State  officers  and  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  shall 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  in  the  case  of  other  judicial  and  county 
officers,  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  county 
in  which  the  same  is  taken  ;  any  person  refusing  to  take 
said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  forfeit  his  office;  and  any 
person  who  shall  l)e  convicted  of  having  sworn  or 
affirmed  falsely,  or  of  having  violated  said  oath  or  affirm- 
ation, shall  be  guility  of  perjury,  and  be  forever  dis- 
qualified from  holding  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  with- 
in this  Commonwealth  The  oath  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Repiesentatives  shall  be  ad- 
ministered by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
or  of  a  court  of  common  pleas  learned  in  the  law,  in  the 
hall  of  the  House  to  which  the  members  shall  be  elected. 
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Suffrage  and  Elections. 

Section  1.  Every  male  citizen  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  possessing  the  following  qualifications,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  all  elections: 

First.  He  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  at  least  one  month. 

Second.  He  shall  have  resided  in  the  State  one  year, 
(or  if,  having  previously  been  a  qualified  elector  or 
native  born  citizen  of  the  State,  he  shall  have  removed 
therefrom  and  returned,  then  six  months,)  immediately 
preceding  the  election. 

Third.  He  shall  have  resided  in  the  election  district 
where  he  shall  otter  to  vote  at  least  two  months  im- 
mediately preceding  the  election. 

Fourth.  If  twenty-two  years  of  age  or  upwards,  he 
shall  have  paid  within  two  years  a  State  or  county  tax, 
which  shall  have  been  assessed  at  least  two  months  and 
paid  at  least  one  month  before  the  election. 

Section  2.  The  general  election  shall  be  held  annually 
on  the  Tuesday  next  following  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  but  the  General  Assembly  my  by  law  fix  a 
different  day,  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each 
House  consenting  thereto. 

Section  3.  All  elections  for  city,  ward,  borough  an 
township  officers,  lor  regular  terms  of  service,  shall  be 
held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  February. 

Section  4.  All  elections  by  the  citizens  shall  be  by 
ballot.  P^very  ballot  voted  shall  be  numbered  in  the 
order  in  which  it  shall  be  received,  and  the  number 
recorded  by  the  election  officers  on  the  list  of  voters, 
opposite  the  name  of  the  elector  who  presents  the  ballot. 
Any  elector  may  write  his  name  upon  his  ticket  or  cause 
the  same  to  be  written  thereon  and  attested  by  a  citizen 
of  the  district.  The  election  officers  shall  be  sworn  or 
affirmed  not  to  disclose  how  any  elector  shall  have  voted 
unless  required  to  do  so  as  witnesses  in  a  judicial  pro- 
ceeding. 

Section  5.  Electors  shall  in  all  cases  except  treason, 
felony  and  breach  of  surety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
Irom  arrest  during  their  attendance  on  elections,  and  in 
going  to  and  returning  tlierefrom. 

Section  fJ,  Whenever  any  of  the  qualified  electors  of 
tliis  Commonwealth  shall  bo  in  actual  military  service, 
under  a  requisition  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  the  authority  of  this  ('ommonwealth,  sucii 
electors  may  exercise  the  right  of  sullVage  in  all  elections 
by  the  citizens,  under  such  regulations  as  are  or  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law,  as  fully  as  if  they  were  present  at 
their  usual  places  of  election. 
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Section  7.  All  laws  regulating  the  holding  of  electio!i8 
by  the  citizens,  or  lor  the  registration  of  electors,  shall 
be  uniform  tliroiighoiit  the  State,  but  no  elector  siiall  Ije 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  voting  byreason  of  his  name 
not  being  registered. 

Skction  8.  Any  person,  who  shall  give,  or  promise  or 
oiler  to  give,  to  an  elector,  any  money,  reward  or  other 
valuable  consideration  for  his  vote  at  an  election,  or 
for  withholding  the  same,  or  who  shall  give  or  promise 
to  give  such  consideration  to  any  other  person  or  party 
for  such  elector's  vote  or  for  the  withholding  thereof, 
and  any  elector  who  shall  receive  or  agree  to  receive, 
for  himself  or  for  another,  any  money,  reward  or  otlier 
valuable  consideration  for  his  vote  at  an  election,  or 
for  withholding  the  same,  shall  thereby  forfeit  the  right 
to  vote  at  such  election,  and  any  elector  whose  right  to 
vote  shall  be  challenged  for  such  cause  before  the  elec- 
tion oliicers,  shall  be  required  to  swear  or  affirm  that 
the  matter  of  the  challenge  is  untrue  before  his  vote 
shall  be  received. 

Section  9.  Any  person  who  shall,  while  a  candidate 
for  office,  be  guilty  of  bribery,  fraud,  or  wilful  viola- 
tion of  any  election  law,  shall  be  forever  disqualified 
from  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  this  Com- 
monwealth; and  any  person  convicted  of  wilful  viola- 
tion of  the  election  laws  shall,  in  addition  to  any  pen- 
alties provided  by  law,  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  suf- 
frage absolutely  for  a  term  of  four  years. 

Section  10.  In  trials  of  contested  elections  and  in 
proceedings  for  the  investigation  of  elections,  no  person 
shall  be  permitted  to  withhold  his  testimony  upon  the 
ground  that  it  may  criminate  himself  or  subject  him  to 
public  infamy  ;  but  such  testimony  shall  not  afterwards 
be  used,  against  him  in  any  judicial  proceeding  except 
for  perjury  in  giving  such  testimony. 

Section  11.  Townships,  and  wards  of  cities  or  bor- 
oughs, shall  form  or  be  divided  into  election  districts 
of  compact  and  contiguous  territory,  in  such  manner 
as  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  city  or  county  in 
which  the  same  are  located  may  direct;  but  districts  in 
cities  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  shall 
be  divided  by  the  courts  of  cpiarter  sessions,  having 
jurisdiction  therein,  whenever  at  the  next  preceding 
election  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  votes  shall 
have  been  polled  therein  ;  and  other  election  districts 
whenever  the  court  of  the  proper  county  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  convenience  of  the  electors  and  the 
public  interests  will  be  promoted  thereby. 

Section  12.  All  elections  by  persons  in  a  representa- 
♦ive  capacity  shall  be  viva  voce. 

Section  13.  For  the  purpose  of  voting  no  person 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  gained  a  residence  by  reason 
of  his  presence,  or  lost  it  by  reason  of  his  absence, 
while  employed  iti  the  service,  either  civil  or  military, 
of  this  Slate  or  of  the  United  States,  nor  while  engaged 
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in  the  navigation  of  the  waters  of  the  State  or  of  the 
United  States,  or  on  the  hijih  seas,  nor  wiiile  a  student 
of  any  institution  of  learning,  nor  while  kept  in  any 
I)oor-house  or  other  asylum  at  public  expense,  nor 
while  confined  in  public  prison. 

Skction  14.  District  election  boards  shall  consist  of  a 
judge  and  two  inspectors,  who  shall  be  chosen  annually 
by  the  citizens.  Each  elector  shall  have  the  right  to 
vote  for  the  judge  and  one  inspector,  and  each  inspec- 
tor shall  appoint  one  clerk.  The  first  election  board 
for  any  new  district  shall  be  selected,  and  vacancies  in 
election  boards  filled,  as  shill  be  provided  by  law. 
Election  officers  shall  be  privileged  from  arrest  upon 
days  of  election,  and  while  engaged  in  making  up  and 
transmitting  returns,  except  upon  warrant  of  a  court  of 
record  or  judge  thereof,  for  an  election  fraud,  for 
felony,  or  for  wanton  breach  of  the  peace.  In  cities  they 
mav  claim  exemption  from  jury  duty  during  their 
terms  of  service. 

Section  15.  No  person  shall  be  qualified  to  serve  as 
an  election  oflicer  who  shall  hold,  or  shall  within  two 
months  have  held  any  ollice,  appointment  or  employ- 
ment in  or  under  the  government  of  the  United  Slates 
or  of  this  State,  or  of  any  city,  or  county,  or  of  any 
municipal  board,  commission  or  trust  in  any  city,  save 
only  justices  of  the  peace  and  aldermen,  notaries  pub- 
lic and  persons  in  the  militia  service  of  the  State  ;  nor 
shall  any  election  olficer  be  eligible  to  any  civil  office 
to  be  filled  at  an  election  at  which  he  shall  serve,  save 
only  to  such  subordinate  municipal  or  local  olfiees,  be- 
low the  grade  of  city  or  county  offices,  as  t-hall  be 
desiLMiated  by  general  law. 

Si:cTi0N  16  The  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the 
Feveral  counties  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  have 
power,  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  to  api)oint 
overseers  of  election  to  supervise  the  proceedings  of 
election  officers  and  to  make  report  to  the  court  as  may 
be  required  ;  such  appointments  to  be  made  for  any 
disfiict  in  a  city  or  county  upon  petition  of  five  citizens, 
lawful  voters  of  such  election  dis^^rict,  setting  forth 
that  such  appointment  is  a  resonable  precaution  to  se- 
cure the  purity  and  fairness  of  elections;  overseers 
shall  be  two  in  number  for  an  election  district,  shall  be 
residents  therein,  and  shall  be  persons  (lualilied  to 
serve  upon  election  boards,  and  in  each  case  members 
of  difierent  political  parties;  whenever  the  members  of 
an  election  l)oard  shall  difl'er  in  opinion  the  overseers, 
if  they  shall  be  agreed  thereon,  shall  decide  the  ques- 
tion of  dilference;  in  ai»p()inting  overseers  of  election 
all  the  law  judges  of  the  ]>roi)er  court,  able  lo  act  at 
the  time,  shall  concur  in  the  ajjpoiiit  ments  made. 

Section  17.  The  trial  and  determination  of  contested 
elections  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
members  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  of  all  public 
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officers,  whether  State,  judicial,  municipal  or  local, 
shall  he  hy  the  courts  of  law,  or  by  one  or  more  of  the 
law  ju(lj:;es  thereof;  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by 
o;eneral  law,  (le8ig;niite  the  courts  and  judj^es  by  whom 
the  feveral  classes  of  election  contests  shall  be  tried, 
and  ref!;ulate  the  manner  of  trial  and  all  matters  inci- 
dent thereto  ;  but  no  such  law  assi^nin<r  jurisdiction,  or 
regulating  its  exercise,  shall  api)ly  to  any  contest  aris- 
ing out  of  an  election  held  before  its  passage. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Taxation  and  Finance. 

Section  1.  All  taxes  shall  be  uniform,  upon  the  same 
class  ot  subjects,  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
authority  levying  the  tax,  and  shall  l)e  levied  and  col- 
lected under  general  laws  ;  but  the  General  Assembly 
may.  by  general  laws,  exempt  from  taxation  public 
property  used  for  public  purposes,  actual  places  of  re- 
ligious worship,  places  of  burial  not  used  or  held  for 
])rivate  or  corporate  profit,  and  institutions  of  purely 
public  charity. 

Skction  'J.  All  laws  exempting  property  from  taxa- 
tion, other  than  the  property  above  enumerated,  shall 
be  void. 

Skction  3.  The  power  to  tax  corporations  and  corpo- 
rate property  shall  not  be  surrendered  or  suspended  by 
any  contractor  grant  to  which  the  State  shall  be  a  party. 

Section  4.  No  debt  shall  be  created  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  State,  except  to  supply  casual  deficiencies  of 
revenue,  repel  invasions,  suppress  insurrection,  defend 
the  State  in  war,  or  to  pay  existing  debt;  and  the  debt 
created  to  supply  deficiencies  in  revenue  shall  never 
exceed,  in  the  aggregate  at  any  one  time,  one  million 
of  dollars. 

Sectiom  5.  All  laws  authorizing  the  borrowing  of 
money  bv  and  on  behalf  of  the  State,  shall  specify  the 
purpose  for  which  the  money  is  to  be  used,  and  the  money 
so  borrowed  shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  specified  and 
no  other. 

Skction  6.  The  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
not  be  pledged  or  loaned  to  any  individual,  company, 
corporation  or  association,  nor  shall  tiie  Common- 
wealth become  a  joint  owner  or  stockholder  m  any 
company,  association  or  corporation. 

Skction  7.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  authorize 
any  county,  city,  borough,  township  or  incorporated 
district  to  become  a  stockholder  in  any  company,  as- 
sociation or  corj^oration,  or  to  obtain  or  appropriate 
money  for,  or  to  loan  its  credit  to,  any  corporation,  as- 
sociation, institution  or  individual. 

Skction  8.  The  debt  of  any  county,  citj'".  borough, 
township,  school  district  or  other  municipality  or  in- 
corporated district,  except  as  herein  provided,  shall 
never  exceed  ssven  per  centum  upon  the  assessed  value 
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of  the  taxable  property  therein,  nor  shall  any  such 
raunicipality  or  district  incur  any  new  debt,  or  increase 
its  indebtedness  to  an  amount  exceedinj;  two  per 
ceniuni  upon  such  asse&sed  valuation  of  property, 
without  the  assent  of  the  electors  thereof  at  a  public 
election  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  by  law ; 
but  any  city,  the  debt  of  which  now  exceeds  seven  per 
centum  of  such  assessed  valuation,  may  be  authorized 
by  law  to  increase  the  same  three  ))er  centum,  in  the 
agjii'egate  at  any  one  time,  upon  such  valuation. 

Section  9.  The  Common wealtli  shall  not  assume  the 
debt,  or  any  part  thereof,  of  any  city,  county,  borough 
or  township,  unless  such  debt  shall  have  been  con- 
tracted to  enable  the  State  to  repel  invasion,  suppress 
domestic  insurrection,  defend  itself  in  time  of  war,  or 
to  assist  the  State  in  the  discharge  of  any  portion  of  its 
present  indebtedness. 

Section  10.  Any  county,  township,  school  district  or 
other  municipality  incurring  any  indebtedness  shall,  at 
or  before  the  time  of  so  doing,  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion of  an  annual  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and 
also  the  principal  thereof  within  thirty  years. 

Section  11.  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  pre- 
sent State  debt,  and  any  additional  debt  contracted  as 
aibrcsaid,  the  General  Assembly  shall  continue  and 
maintain  the  sinking  fund,  sulficient  to  pay  the  accru- 
ing interest  on  such  debt,  and  annually  to  reduce  the 
principal  thereof  by  a  sum  not  less  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  the  said  sinking  fund  shall 
consist  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  works 
or  any  part  thereof,  and  of  the  income  or  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  any  stocks  owned  by  the  Commonwealth, 
together  with  other  funds  and  resources  that  may  be 
designated  by  law,  and  shall  be  increased  from  time  to 
time  by  assigning  to  it  any  part  of  the  taxes  or  other 
revenues  of  the  State  not  required  for  the  ordinary  and 
current  expeiises  of  government ;  and  unless  in  case  of 
war,  invasion  or  insurrection,  no  part  of  the  said  sink- 
ing fund  shall  be  used  or  applied  otherwise  than  in  the 
extiiiiz;uishment  of  the  public  debt. 

Section  12.  The  moneys  of  the  State,  over  and  above 
the  necessary  reserve,  shall  be  used  in  the  payment  of 
the  debt  of  the  State,  either  directly  or  through  the 
sinking  fund,  and  the  moneys  of  the  sinking  fund  shall 
neve-r  l)e  invested  in  or  loaned  upon  the  security  of 
anything,  except  the  bonds  of  the  Tnited  States  or  of 
this  State. 

Section  b">.  The  moneys  held  as  necessary  reserve 
shall  be  limited  by  law  to  the  amoutit  rcfMired  for  cur- 
rent expenses,  and  shall  be  secured  and  kept  as  maybe 
provide(l  by  law.  ^[onthly  statements  shall  be  pub- 
lished showing  the  amount  of  such  moneys,  where  the 
same  are  deposited,  and  how  secured. 

Section  14.  The  makim;  profit  out  of  the  public 
moneys  or  using  the  same  for  any  purpose  not  author- 
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ized  by  law  l)y  any  ofllcer  of  the  Stale,  or  member  or 
odicer  of  tlie  General  Assembly,  shall  be  a  misde- 
meanor and  shall  be  punished  as  may  be  jjrovided  by 
law,  but  part  of  such  puni^^hment  shall  be  distjualilica- 
tion  to  hold  ollice  for  a  period  of  not  less  than  live  years. 

ARTICLE  X. 

E(hication. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  a  thorouijh  and  eiHci- 
ent  S3'stem  of  public  schools,  wherein  all  tlie  children 
of  this  Commonwealth  above  the  iv^e  of  six  years  may 
be  educated,  and  shall  appropriate  at  least  one  million 
dollars  each  year  for  that  purpse. 

Section  2.  No  money  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  or  used  for  the  support  of  any  sectarian 
school. 

Section  3.  Women  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  up- 
wards, shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  of  control  or  man-  school  offices. 
aKement  under  the  school  laws  of  this  State. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

Militia. 

Section  1,  The  freemen  of  this  Commonwealth  shall       ^^         ^ 
be  armed,  organized  and  disciplined  for  its  defence  when  mmtl^^" 
and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  law.     The 
General  xissembly  shall  provide  for  maintaining  the 
militia  by  appropriations  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  may  exempt  from  military  service  per-  „ 

,.'  ...  1  .,!•  Exemption  author- 

sons  having  conscientious  scruples  against  bearing  arms.  ized. 


ARTICLE  XII. 

Public  OMcers. 

Section  1.  All  officers  whose  selection  is  not  provided  selection  of  puwic 
for  in  this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  as  ''®'^*'"- 
may  be  directed  by  law. 

Section  2.  No  member  of  Congress  from  this  State,  Federal  officers  di- 
nor  any  person  holding  or  exercising  any  office  or  ap-  n^a'^^ed  for  state 
pointment  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States, 
shall  at  the  same  time  hold  or  exercise  any  office  in  this 
State  to  which  a*  salary,  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  at- 
tached. The  General  Assembl}"-  may  by  law  declare 
what  offices  are  incompatible. 

Section  3.  Any  person  who  shall  fight  a  duel  or  send  Dueling disquaiifl- 
a  challenge  for  that  purpose,  or  be  aider  or  abettor  in  •^^t'o^f"'"''®'^®- 
fighting  a  duel,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  hold- 
ing any  office  of  honor  or  profit  in  this  State,  and  may 
be  otherwise  punished  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
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Keio  Counties. 

Section  1.  No  new  county  shall  be  established  which 
shall  reduce  any  county  to  less  than  four  hundred  square 
miles,  or  to  less  than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants;  nor 
shall  any  county  be  formed  of  less  area,  or  containing 
a  less  population  ;  nor  shall  any  line  thereof  pass  with- 
in ten  miles  of  the  county  seat  of  any  county  proposed 
to  be  divided. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

County  Officers. 

Section  L  County  officers  shall  consist  of  sheriffs, 
coroners,  prothonotaries,  registers  of  wills,  recorders  of 
deeds,  commissioners,  treasurers,  surveyors,  auditors  or 
controllers,  clerks  of  the  courts,  district  attorneys  and 
such  others  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  established  by 
law;  and  no  siieriff  or  treasurer  shall  be  eligible  tor  the 
term  next  succeeding  the  one  for  which  he  may  be 
elected. 

Skction  2.  County  officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  gen- 
eral elections  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  lieginning  on  the  first  ]\londay  of  January 
next  after  their  election,  and  until  tiieir  successors  shall 
be  duly  qualified  ;  all  vacancies  not  otherwise  provided 
for  shall  be  tilled  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided 
by  law. 

SEcrioN  3.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  to  any  office 
within  any  county  who  shall  not  have  been  a  citizen 
and  an  inhabitant  therein  one  year  nexl  before  his  ap- 
pointment, if  the  county  shall  have  been  so  long  erected, 
but  if  it  shall  not  have  been  so  long  erected,  then  within 
the  limits  of  the  county  or  counties  out  of  which  it  shall 
have  been  taken. 

Skction  4.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  courts,  record- 
ers of  deeds,  registers  of  wills,  county  surveyors  and 
sheriffs,  shall  keep  their  offices  in  the  county  town  of 
the  county  in  which  they  respectively  shall  l)e  officers. 

Section  5.  The  compensation  ot  county  officers  shall 
be  regulated  by  law,  and  all  county  officers  who  are  or 
may  be  salaried  shall  pay  all  fees  which  they  may  be 
authorized  to  receive,  into  tiie  treasury  ol  the  county  (u- 
State,  as  may  be  directed  l)y  law.  In  com. ties  con- 
taining over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  inhabitants 
all  county  oliii-ers  shall  l)e|)aid  by  salai'y,  and  the  salary 
of  any  such  offii-er  and  his  clerks,  heretofore  paid  by  fees. 
shall  not  exceed  the  aggregate  amount  of  fees  earne  1 
during  his  term  and  collected  by  or  for  hiui 

Section  (5.  The  General  Assembly  slnill  provith*  by 
law  for  the  strict  accountability  of  all  couuiy.  township 
and  borough  officers,  as  well  for  the  fees  whicii  may  be 
collected  l)y  them  as  for  all  public  or  municipal  moneys 
which  may  be  paid  to  them. 
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Section  7.   Three   county   commissioners   and   three  county  commi-- 

1  • .  1111  i»i"  1  1  1  pioiKTH  nnel  auilllors 

coKiity  auditors  shall   be  electee  I  m  each  county  where   t..  i,e  ch..Ken  i.y 
such  ollicers  are  chosen,  in  the  year  one  thousand  ei;:ht  'i"i»»«i  vote, 
huiulred  and  seventy-live  and  every  third  year  there 
after;  and  in  the  election  of  said  ollicers,  each  (jualiried 
elector  sh  ill  vote  for  no  more  than  two  persons,  and  the 
three  persoris  havinj];  the  hijt^hest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  elected;  any  casual  vacancy  in  the  office  of  county  ViitRucies-how 
commissioner  or  county  auditor  shall  be  filled  by  the  ""«"i- 
court  of  common  i)leas  of  the  county  in   which  such 
vacancy  shall  occur,  by  the  api)ointment  of  an  elector 
of  the  proper  county  who  shall  have  voted  for  the  com 
missioner  or  auditor  whose  place  is  to  be  filled. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

Cities  and  City  Charters. 
Section  1.  Cities  may  be  chartered  whenever  a  ma- 

.,,..11,  ..  ,  1  1     1  -  Genernl  laws  to  es- 

jority  ot  the  electors  ot  any  town  or  borough  haviiig  a  tabushcuies. 
population  of  at  least  ten  tiiousand  shall  vote  at  any 
general  election  in  favor  of  the  same. 

Section  2.  No  debt  shall  be  contracted  or  liability  in-  Municipal  commis- 
curred  bv  anv  municipal  commission,  except  in  pursu    sions  not  to  incur 

/.    *  *  •    i.-  •  1  1       ii  1}         \  debts  except  on  ap- 

ance  of  an  appropriation  previously  made  therefor  by  propiiatious. 
the  municipal  government. 

Section  8.  Every  city  shall   create  a  sinking  fund,  sinhing  funds  in 
which  shall   be  inviolably  pledged  for  the  payment  of  "'i^^- 
its  funded  debt. 

ARTICLE  XVL 
Private  Corporations. 

Section  1.  All  existing  charters,  or  grants  of  special 
or  exclusive  privileges,  under  which  a  bona  iide  organi-  unu-ed  charters  to 
zation  shall   not  have  taken  place  and  business  been  *'®^""^- 
commenced  in  good  faith,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,  shall  thereafter  have  no  validity. 

Section  2.  The  General    Assembly  shall   not   remit 
the  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  any  cor[)orafion   now  ko  charter  to  be 
existing,  or  alter  or  amend  the  same,  or  pass  anv  other  validated  or  amend- 

r  '    ^^  ,'        l^        ^  ,-         n  i        '  eil  except  on  condl- 

general  or  special  law  lor  the  benelit  of  such  corpora-  tion. 
tion  except  upon  the  condition  that  such  corporation 
shall  thereafter  hold  its  charter  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Constitution. 

Sections.  The  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  do-  Right  ot  eminent 
main  shall  never  be   abridged  or  so  construed    as  to  rfomninnottobe 

,,^  i»  \^       c  ii-  .Li  abridged  or  police 

prevent  the  beneral  Assemljly  irom  taking  the  prop-  power  to  be  limited, 
erty  and  franchises  of  incorporated  companies,  and 
subjecting  them  to  public  use,  the  same  as  the  prop- 
erty of  individuals;  and  the  exercise  of  the  police 
power  of  the  Stite  shall  never  be  abridged  or  so  con- 
strued as  to  permit  corporations  to  conduct  their  busi- 
ness in  such  manner  as  to  infringe  the  equal  rights  of 
individuals  or  the  general  well  being  of  the  State. 

Section  4.  In  all  elections  for  directors  or  managers  cumulative  voting 
of  a  corporation  each  member  or  shareholder  may  cast  {°^^to'="»''i'^e'' e'ec- 
the  whole  number  of  his  votes  for  one  candidate,  or 
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distribute  them  upon  two  or  more  candidates,  as  he 
may  prefer. 

Section  5.  No  foreign  corporation  shall  do  any  busi- 
ness in  this  State  without  having  one  or  more  known 
places  of  business  and  an  authorized  agent  or  agents  in 
the  same  upon  whom  process  may  be  served. 

Section  6.  No  corporation  shall  engage  in  any  busi 
ness  other  than  that  expressly  authorizeti  in  its  ciiar(er. 
nor  shall  it  take  or  hold  any  real  estate  except  such  as 
may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  its  legitimate  busi- 
ness. 

Section  T.  No  corporation  shall  issue  stocks  or  bonds 
except  for  money,  labor  done,  or  money  or  property 
actually  received ;  and  all  fictitious  increase  of  stock 
or  indebtedness  shall  be  void.  The  stock  and  indebt- 
edness of  corporations  shall  not  be  increased  except  in 
pursuance  of  general  law",  nor  without  the  consent  of 
the  persons  holding  tlie  larger  amount  in  value  of  the 
stock,  first  obtained  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  after  sixty 
days'  notice  given  in  pursuance  of  law. 

Section  8.  Municipal  and  other  corporations  and  in- 
dividuals invested  with  the  privilege  of  taking  private 
property  for  public  use  shall  make  just  compensation 
lor  property  taken,  injured  or  destroyed  by  the  con- 
struction or  enlargement  of  their  works,  highways  or 
improvements,  which  compensation  shall  be  paid  or 
secured  before  such  taking,  injury  or  destruction.  The 
General  Assembly  is  hereby  prohibited  from  depriving 
any  person  of  an  appeal  from  any  preliminary  assess- 
ment of  damages  against  any  such  corporations  or  in- 
dividuals made  by  viewers  or  otherwise;  and  the 
amount  of  such  damages  in  all  cases  of  appeal  shall  on 
tlie  demand  of  either  party  be  determined  by  a  jury 
according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law. 

Section  0.  Kvery  banking  law  shall  provide  for  the 
registry  and  countersigning,  by  an  oHicer  of  the  State, 
of  all  notes  or  bills  designed  for  circulation,  and  that 
ample  security  to  tlie  full  amount  thereof  shall  be  de- 
posited with  the  Auditor  General  for  the  redemption  of 
such  notes  or  bills. 

Section  10.  The  General  Assemby  shall  have  the 
power  to  alter,  revoke  or  annul  any  charter  of  incorpo- 
ration now  existing  and  revocable  at  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution,  or  any  that  may  hereafter  l)e  created, 
whenever  in  their  opinion  it  may  be  injurious  to  the 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  such  manner,  how- 
ever, that  no  injustice  siiall  be  done  to  the  corporators. 
No  law  iiereafter  enacted  shall  create,  renew  or  extend 
the  charter  of  more  than  one  corporation. 

Section  11.  No  corporate  body  to  possess  banking 
and  discounting  privileges  siiall  be  created  or  organ- 
ized in  pursuance  of  any  law  without  three  months' 
previous  pui)lic  notice,  at  the  place  of  the  intended 
location,  of  the  intention  to  apply  for  such  privileges, 
in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,  nor  shall 
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a  charter  for  such  privilege  be  granted  for  a  longer 
period  than  twenty  years. 

Section  12.  Any  association  or  corporation  organized 
for  the  purpose,  or  any  individual,  shall  have  the  right 
to  construct  and  maintain  lines  of  telegraph  within 
this  State,  and  to  connect  the  same  with  other  lines, 
and  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by  general  law  of 
uniform  operation,  provide  reasonable  regulations  to 
give  full  eifect  to  this  section.  No  telegraph  company 
shall  consolidate  with,  or  hold  a  controlling  interest  in 
the  stock  or  bonds  of  any  other  telegraph  company 
owning  a  competing  line,  or  acquire,  by  purcliase  or 
otherwise,  any  other  competing  line  ot  telegraph. 

Section  13.  The  term  ''  corporations,"  as  used  in  this 
article,  shall  be  construed  to  include  all  joint-stock 
companies  or  associations  having  any  of  the  powers  or 
privileges  of  corporations  not  possessed  by  individuals 
or  partnerships. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

Railroads  and  Canals. 

Section  1.  All  railroads  and  canals  shall  be  public 
highways,  and  all  railroad  and  canal  companies  shall 
be  common  carriers.  Any  association  or  corporation 
organized  for  the  purpose  shall  have  the  right  to  con- 
struct and  operate  a  railroad  bet  ween  any  points  within 
this  State,  and  to  connect  at  the  State  line  with  rail- 
roads of  other  States.  Every  railroad  company  shall 
have  the  riglit  with  its  road  to  intersect,  connect  wuth 
or  cross  any  other  railroad;  and  shall  receive  and 
transport  each  the  other's  passengers,  tonnage  and 
cars  loaded  or  empty,  without  delay  or  discrimination. 

Section  2.  Every  railroad  and  canal  corporation,  or- 
ganized in  this  State  shall  maintain  an  office  therein 
where  transfers  of  its  stock  shall  be  made,  and  where 
its  books  shall  be  kept  for  inspection  b}'-  any  stock- 
holder or  creditor  of  such  corporation,  in  which  shall 
he  recorded  the  amount  of  capital  stock  subscribed  or 
paid  in.  and  l)y  whom,  the  names  of  the  owners  of  its 
siock  and  the  amounts  owned  by  them,  respectively, 
the  transfers  of  said  stock,  and  the  names  and  places 
of  residence  of  its  otHcers. 

Section  3.  All  individuals,  associations  and  corpora- 
tions shall  have  ecjual  right  to  have  persons  and  prop- 
erty transported  over  railroads  and  canals,  and  no  undue 
or  unreasonable  discrimination  shall  be  made  in  charges 
for,  or  in  facilities  for,  transportation  of  freight  or  pas- 
sengers within  the  State  or  coming  from  or  going  to  any 
other  State.  Persons  and  property  transported  over 
any  railroad  shall  be  delivered  at  any  station  at  charges 
not  exceeding  the  charges  for  transportation  of  persons 
and  property  of  the  same  class  in  the  same  direction  to 
any  more  distant  station;  but  excursion  and  commuta- 
tion tickets  may  be  issued  at  special  rates. 

3  Const. 


Hnuk  c'hurt«r8   lim- 
ited to  tweuty  year-. 


Telej,'raph  Uubt. 


The  word  "corpo- 
ration '■  defined. 


Kailronds  and  ca- 
nals, public  high- 
ways.   May  be  con- 
structed. 


Shall  have  connec- 
tion and  use  of  con- 
neeliuf'  roads. 


Railroad  and  canal 
companies  to  keep 
offices  in  the  State. 


Discriminations  in 
chartjes  tor  freight 
and  pissengers  pro- 
hibited. 


34 


Ci)n<oli<lation  with 
ccmiiK'tinK  ci)iui«u- 
uiB*  jirohibiteil. 


Officers  of  compa- 
nies uot  to  be  otH- 
oers  of  ooiupeliug 
compauii's. 


Common  carrier 
corporations  nol  to 
enKaf,'e  in  iiiiniug, 
manufacturinj,',  etc. 


Exception. 


Officers,  etc.,  of 
companies  uot  to 
euKa^e  in  transpor- 
tation business. 


No  discrimination 
in  charKes  to  trans- 
porters. 


FriM-  pa-<>ics  on  rail- 
roail-  proliiliiti'il. 


Pii—'enKi-r  railroail" 
not  to  b»  ron-<truct- 
ccl  without  rouHflit 
of  municipal  au- 
thorili<>s. 

.\c.-..ptanci«  of  Ihi- 
artiiif  liy  i-oMipii- 


r>utii-'<.r  Auditor 
•  Jfiifral  a»  to  i-om- 
pnnli"<  trau-ffrri'il 
to  S.-m-tary  of  In- 
ti-rnnl  AfTutrs. 


Section  4.  No  railroad,  canal  or  other  corporation,  or 
the  lessees,  purchasers  or  managers  of  any  railroad  or 
canal  corporation,  shall  consolidate  the  stock,  property 
or  franchises  of  such  corporation  with,  or  lease,  or  pur- 
chase the  works  or  franchises  of,  or  in  any  way  control 
an}'  other  railroad  or  canal  corporation  owningor  havinii; 
under  its  control  a  parallel  or  competing  line;  nor  shall 
any  officer  of  such  railroad  or  canal  corporation  act  as 
an  olHcer  of  any  other  railroad  or  canal  corporation 
owning  or  having  the  control  of  a  parallel  or  competing 
line;  and  the  question  whether  railroads  or  canals  are 
parallel  or  competing  lines  siiall,  wiien  demanded  by 
the  party  complainant,  be  decided  by  a  jury  as  in  other 
civil  issues. 

Section  5.  No  incorporated  company  doing  the  busi- 
ness of  a  common  carrier  shall,  directly  or  indirectly, 
prosecute  or  engage  in  mining  or  manufacturing  articles 
for  transportation  over  its  works;  nor  shall  such  com- 
pany, directly  or  indirectly,  engage  in  any  other  busi- 
ness than  that  of  common  carriers,  or  hold  or  actjuire 
lands,  freehold  or  leasehold,  directly  or  indirectly,  ex- 
cept such  as  shall  be  necessary  i'or  carrying  on  its  busi- 
ness;  but  any  mining  or  manufacturing  company  may 
carry  the  products  of  its  mines  and  manufactories  on 
its  railroad  or  canal  not  exceetling  fifty  miles  in  length. 

Skctiox  G.  No  president,  director,  officer,  agent  or 
employe  of  any  railroad  or  canal  company  shall  be  in- 
terested, directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  furnishing  of  ma- 
terial or  supplies  to  such  company,  or  in  the  business  of 
transportation  as  a  common  carrier  of  freight  or  pas- 
sengers over  the  works  owned,  leased,  controlled  or 
worked  by  such  company. 

Skction  7.  No  discrimination  in  ciiarges  or  facilities 
for  transportation  shall  be  made  between  transportation 
companies  and  individuals,  or  in  favor  of  either,  by 
abatement,  drawback  or  otherwise,  and  no  railroad  or 
canal  company,  or  any  lessee,  manager  or  employe 
thereof,  shall  make  any  preferences  in  furnishing  cars 
or  motive  power. 

SKcrioN  S.   No  railroad,  railway  or  otiier  transi)orta 
tion  company  shall  grant  free  i)asses,  or  passes  at  a  dis- 
count, to  any  person  except  officers  or  em])loves  of  the 
company. 

vSkction  I>.  No  street  passenger  railway  shall  be  con- 
structed within  the  limitsot  any  city,  borough  or  town- 
ship, without  the  consent  of  its  local  aut  Jiorities. 

Skction  10.  No  railroad,  canal  or  other  transportation 
company,  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  ad()i)tion  of 
this  article,  shall  have  tlie  benefit  of  any  future  legis- 
lation by  general  or  special  laws,  except  on  condition 
of  comidete  acceptance  of  all  the  provisions  of  this 
article. 

SKcrioN  11.  'J'he  existing  i>owers  and  duties  of  the 
Auditor  (General  in  regard  to  railroads,  canals  and  other 
transportation  companies,  except  as  to  their  accounts. 
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are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Af- 
fairs, wlio  shall  have  a  i^eneral  supervision  over  them, 
subject  to  such  reji;ulations  and  alterations  as  shall  Ite 
provided  by  law;  and,  in  addition  to  the  annual  reports 
now  recpiired  to  be  made,  said  Secretary  may  recjuire 
special  reports  at  any  time  upon  any  su inject  relatinjj  to 
the  business  of  said  companies  from  any  oliicer  or  oflicers 
thereof. 

Skction  12.  The  (Jeneral  Assembly  shall  enforce  by 
approj)riate  legislation  the  provisions  of  this  article. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

Future  Amendments. 

Skction  1.  Any  amendmtnt  or  amendments  to  this  Amendnient  may  be 
Constitution  may  be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  House  propos^e.! by Le^ir- 
of  Representatives;  and,  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed 
to  by  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  House, 
such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  en- 
tered on  their  journals  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken 
thereon,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  published  three  months  before  the 
next  general  election,  in  at  least  two  newspapers  in 
every  c(.iinty  in  which  such  newspapers  shall  be  pub- 
lished ;  and  if.  in  the  (ireneral  Assembly  next  afterwards 
chosen,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall 
be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to 
each  House,  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall 
cause  the  same  again  to  be  published  in  the  manner 
aforesaid;  and  such  proposc>d  amendment  or  amend- 
ments shall  be  submitted  to  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
State  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  time  at  least  three 
months  after  being  so  ^igreed  to  by  the  two  Houses,  as 
the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  ;  and,  if  such 
amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  those  voting  thereon,  such  amendment  or 
amendments  shall  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution; 
but  no  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  sul)mitted  Amendments  noi  to 
oftener  than  once  in  five  years.  When  two  or  more  leVe''/thanom'e"in 
amendments  shall  be  submitted  ihex  shall  be  voted  five  years. 
upon  separately. 
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SOlIEDULi^. 


That  no  inconvenience  may  arise  from  the  chang;es  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Commonwealth,  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  into  com- 
plete operation,  it  is  hereby  declared,  that: 

Section  1.  This  Constitution  shall  take  effect  on  the  lirst  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four, 
for  all  purposes  not  otherwise  provided  for  therein. 

Section  2.  All  laws  in  force  in  this  Commonwealth  at  the  time  of 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  not  inconsistent  therewith,  and  all 
rights,  actions,  prosecutions  and  contracts  shall  continue  as  it  this 
Constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

Section  3.  At  the  general  election  in  the  years  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-four  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  seventy- 
five.  Senators  shall  be  elected  in  all  districts  where  there  shall  be 
vacancies.  Those  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  four  shall  serve  tor  two  years,  and  those  elected  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  huiidre  i  and  seventy-five  shall  serve  for  one 
year.  Senators  now  elected  and  those  whose  terms  are  unexpired 
shall  represent  tiie  districts  in  which  they  reside  until  the  end  of  the 
terms  for  which  they  were  elected. 

Section  4.  At  the  general  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six.  Senators  shall   l)e  elected  from  even  num 
bered  districts  to  serve  for  two  years,  and  from  odd  numbered  districts 
to  serve  for  four  years. 

Section  5.  The  first  election  of  Governor  under  this  Constitution 
shall  be  at  the  general  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five,  when  a  Governor  shall  be  elected  for  three 
years;  and  the  term  of  the  Governor  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand 
"ight  liundred  and  seventy-eight  and  of  those  thereafter  elected  shall 
be  fV)r  four  years,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  {constitution. 

Section  6.  At  the  general  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  a  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  be  elected 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution. 

Section  7.  The  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  shall  be  elected  at  the 
first  general  election  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution;  and, 
when  the  said  officer  shall  be  duly  elected  and  (lualified,  the  office  of 
Surveyor  (General  shall  be  abolished.  The  Surveyor  General  in  office 
at  the  time  of  the  adoi)tion  of  this  Constitution  shall  continue  in  office 
until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected. 

Section  s.  When  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  shall  be 
duly  qualified  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  shall 
cease. 

Section  9.  Nothing  contained  in  fliis  Constitution  shall  be  construed 
to  render  any  person  now  holding  any  State  ollice  for  a  first  official 
term  ineligible  for  rei'lection  at  the  end  of  such  term. 

Section  10.  The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  office  when  this 
Constitution  shall  take  effect  shall  continue  until  their  commissions 
severally  expire.     Two  judges  in  addition  to  the  number  now  compos- 
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ing  the  said  court  shall  be  elected  at  the  first  general  election  after 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution. 

Section  11.  All  courts  of  record  and  all  existing  courts  which  are 
not  specified  in  this  Constitution  shall  continue  in  existence  until  the 
first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun<lred  and 
seventy-five,  without  al)ridgment  of  their  present  jurisdiction,  but 
no  lonj2;er.  The  court  of  first  criminal  jurisdiction  for  the  counties  of 
Schuylkill,  Lebanon  and  Daupiiin  is  hereby  abolished,  and  all  causes 
and  proceeding's  pending  therein  in  the  county  of  Schu.vlkill  sliall  be 
tried  and  disposed  of  in  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace  ol"  said  county. 

Section  12.  TJie  register's  courts  now  in  existence  shall  be  abolished 
on  the  first  day  of  January  next  succeeding  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution. 

Section  13.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  the  next  session  after 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  designate  the  several  judicial  dis- 
tricts as  required  by  this  Constitution.  The  judges  in  commission 
when  such  designation  shall  be  made  shall  continue  during  their 
unexpired  terms  judges  of  the  new  districts  in  which  they  reside;  but, 
when  there  shall  be  two  judges  residing  in  the  same  district,  the  presi- 
dent judge  shall  elect  to  which  district  he  shall  be  assigned,  and  the 
additional  law  judge  shall  be  assigned  to  the  other  district. 

Section  14.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  at  the  next  succeeding 
session  after  each  decennial  census  and  not  oftener,  designate  the 
several  judicial  districts  as  required  ))y  this  Constitution. 

Section  15.  Judges  learned  in  the  law  of  any  court  of  record  hold- 
ing commissions  in  force  at  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  shall 
hold  their  respective  offices  until  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which 
they  were  commissioned,  and  until  their  successors  shall  be  duly 
qualified.  The  Governor  shall  commission  the  pre^^ident  judge  of  the 
court  of  first  criminal  jurisdiction  for  the  counties  ot  Schuylkill, 
Lebanon  and  Dauphin  as  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
Schuylkill  county,  for  the  unexpired  term  of  his  office. 

Sectlon  16.  After  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  any  president  judge 
of  any  court  of  common  pleas,  in  commission  at  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  the  judge  of  such  court  learned  in  the  law  and  oldest  in 
commission  shall  be  the  president  judge  thereof;  and  when  two  or 
more  judges  are  elected  at  the  same  time  in  any  judicial  district  they 
shall  decide  by  lot  which  shall  be  ])resident  judge;  but  when  a  presi- 
dent judge  of  a  court  shall  be  reelected  he  shall  continue  to  be  presi- 
dent judge  of  that  court.  Associate  judges  not  learned  in  the  law, 
elected  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  commissioned 
to  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  five  years  from  the  first  day  of 
January  next  after  their  election. 

Section  17.  The  General  x\ssembly,  at  the  first  session  after  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  fix  and  determine  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  of  the  judges  of  the  sev- 
eral judicial  districts  of  the  Commonwealth;  and  the  provisions  of  the 
fifteenth  section  of  the  article  on  legislation  shall  not  be  deemed 
inconsistent  herewith.  Nothing  contained  in  this  Constitution  shall 
be  held  to  reduce  the  compensation  now  paid  to  any  law  judge  of  this 
Commonwealth  now  in  commission. 

Section  18.  The  courts  of  coipmon  pleas  in  the  counties  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Allegheny  shall  be  composed  of  the  present  judges  of  the 
district  court  and  court  of  common  pleas  of  said  counties  until  their 
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offices  shall  severally  end,  and  of  such  other  judges  as  ma,v  from 
time  to  time  be  selected.  For  the  purpose  of  tiist  oriianization  in 
Philadelphia  the  juijges  of  the  court  uuml)er  one  shall  he  Judges 
Allison.  Pierce  and  Paxson;  of  the  court  number  two.  Judges  Hare, 
Mitciiell  and  one  other  judge  to  be  elected;  of  the  court  number 
three.  Judges  Ludlow,  F'inletter  and  Lvnd;  and  of  the  court  number 
four.  Judges  Thayer,  Briggs  and  one  other  judge  to  be  elected.  The 
judge  fir.'^t  named  shall  l)e  the  president  judge  of  said  courts  respect- 
ively, and  thereafter  the  president  judge  shall  be  the  judge  oldest  in 
commission;  but  any  i)resident  judge  reelected  in  the  same  court  or 
district,  shall  continue  to  be  president  judge  thereof.  The  additional 
judges  for  courts  numbers  two  and  four  shall  be  voted  lor  and  elected 
at  the  first  general  election  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  two  additional  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  they  shall  decide  by  lot  to  which  court  they  shall  belong.  Their 
term  of  office  siiall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  five. 

SeciIon  19.  In  the  county  of  .Vllegheny.  for  the  purpose  of  first 
organization  under  this  Jonstituiion,  the  judges  of  the  court  of  com 
mon  i)leas.  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
the  judges  of  the  court  number  one,  and  the  judges  of  the  district 
court,  at  the  same  date,  shall  be  the  judges  of  the  common  pleas  number 
two.  The  president  judges  of  the  common  pleas  and  district  cou't 
shall  be  president  judge  of  said  courts  number  one  and  two.respectivly, 
until  their  offices  shall  end;  and  thereafter  the  judge  oldest  in  com- 
mission shall  be  |)resident  judge;  but  any  president  judge  reelected 
in  the  same  court  or  district,  shall  continue  to  be  president  judge 
thereof. 

Section  20.  The  organization  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  under 
this  Constitution  for  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Allegheny  shall 
take  effect  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  and  existing  courts  in  said  counties  shall  continue 
with  their  present  powers  and  jurisdiction  until  that  date,  but  no  new 
suits  shall  be  instituted  in  the  courts  of  7iisi  prius  after  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution. 

Section  21.  The  causes  and  proceedings  pending  in  the  court  of  7)is} 
prills,  court  of  common  pleas,  and  district  court  in  Philadelphia  shall 
be  tried  and  disposed  of  in  the  court  of  common  pleas.  The  records 
and  dockets  of  said  courts  shall  be  transferred  to  the  prothonotary's 
ofiice  of  said  county. 

Section  22.  The  causes  and  proceedings  pending  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas  in  the  county  of  Allegheny  shall  be  tried  and  disposed 
of  in  the  court  number  one;  and  the  causes  and  proceedings  pending 
in  the  district  court  shall  be  tried  and  di3[)osed  of  in  the  court  number 
two. 

Skction  23.  The  prothonolary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
Philadeli>hia  shall  be  first  appointed  by  the  judges  of  siid  court  on  the 
first  Monday  of  December  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  and  the  present  prothonotary  of  the  district  court  in 
said  county  shall  be  the  prothonotary  of  the  said  court  of  common 
pleas  until  said  date  when  his  commission  shall  expire,  and  the  present 
clerk  of  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  (juarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  in  Philadelphia  shall  be  the  cUjrk  of  such  court  until  the  exi»ira- 
tion  of  his  present  commission  on  the  first  Monday  of  December,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
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Section  24,  In  cities  containing  over  (Hty  tiioutjand  inliahitanta 
except  Piiiladcli)liia,nll  aldermen  in  ollice  at  the  time  of  tlie  adoption 
of  this  Constitnlion  shall  continue  in  ollice  until  the  expiration  of  their 
commissions,  and  at  the  election  for  city  and  ward  ollicers  in  the  year 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  seventy  five  one  alderoian  shall  be 
elected  in  each  ward  as  provided  in  tiiis  Constitution. 

Skction  25.  In  Philadelphia  niairistrates  in  lieu  ol'  aldermen  shall  he 
chosen  as  required  in  this  Constitution,  at  the  electioti  in  said  city  for 
city  and  ward  ollicers  in  the  year  one  tiiousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-live;  their  term  of  office  shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday 
of  April  succeedinji  their  election.  The  terms  of  office  of  aldermen  in 
said  city  holding  or  entitled  to  commissions  at  the  time  of  the  ado])tion 
of  this  Constitution  shall  not  he  all'ected  thereby. 

Suction  2<).  All  persons  in  ollice  in  this  Commonwealth  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  and  at  the  lirst  election  under  it, 
shall  hohl  their  respective  oifices  until  the  term  for  which  they  have 
been  elected  or  appointed  shall  expire,  and  until  their  successors  shall 
be  dnly  (pialilied,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  this  Constitution. 

Section  27.  The  seventh  article  of  this  Constitution  prescribing  an 
oath  of  office  shall  take  effect  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

Section  28.  The  terms  of  olfice  of  county  commissioners  and  county 
auditors,  chosen  prior  to  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  which  shall  not  have  expired  before  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  six, 
shall  expire  on  that  day. 

Section  29.  All  State,  county,  city,  ward,  borough  and  township 
officers  in  office  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  whose 
compensation  is  not  provided  for  by  salaries  alone,  shall  continue  to 
receive  the  compensation  allowed  them  by  law  until  the  expiration  of 
their  respective  terms  of  office. 

Section  30.  All  State  and  judicial  officers  heretofore  elected,  sworn, 
or  affirmed,  or  in  office  when  this  Constitution  shall  take  elfect,  shall 
severally  within  one  month  after  such  adoption,  take  and  subscribe 
an  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  support  this  Constitution. 

Section  31.  The  (General  Assembly  at  its  first  session,  or  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  pass  such  laws  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  the  same  into  full  force  and  ell'ect. 

Section  32.  The  ordinance  passed  by  this  Convention  entitled  "An 
ordinance  for  submitting  the  amended  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania 
to  a  vote  of  the  electors  thereof^  shall  be  held  to  be  valid  for  all  the 
l)urposes  thereof. 

Section  33.  The  words  "county  commissioners,"  whenever  used  :n 
this  Constitution  and  in  any  ordinance  accompanying  the  same,  shall 
be  held  to  include  the  commissioners  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 


N 


